
 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

Leader: The Lord be with you. 
 

People: And also with you. 
 

Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
 

People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

Leader: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 

thanks to You, Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. And so, with Your   

people on earth  and  all  the  company of heaven we  praise  Your  name  and  join  

their unending hymn: 
 

People: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full 

of Your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 

Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Leader: And so, in  remembrance  of  these  Your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we 

offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union 

with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
 

People: Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 
 

Passing of the Peace and Candle Lighting      

                                                    “Peace be with you…”       “And also, with you…” 
                                 

Hymn of Love      “Silent Night, Holy Night”                               Hymn #239 

Benediction                           “O Holy Night/ Hallelujah”                 Dr. R. Allen Stewart 

                    

 

 

 
 

* Please extinguish your candle at the end of Silent Night and place your candle in the containers by 

the door as you depart. Thank you for joining in our time of worship on this Christmas Eve.                                              

May God richly bless you in 2023. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hartwell First United Methodist Church 
 

200 East Howell Street, Hartwell, GA 30643  
 

www.hartwellfumc.com          706-376-3164 
 

Dr. R. Allen Stewart, Sr. Pastor                                   

The mission of Hartwell First United Methodist Church is to be a community of faith 

through which all  persons can come to know Jesus Christ, accept His saving grace, 

and become faithful disciples, witnessing to God’s love in the world. 



 

 

Hartwell First United Methodist Church 

Christmas Eve Service of Carols, Candles & Communion 

December 24, 2022 6:00pm 
 

Gathering  
 

Welcome 
 

Prelude                                                   “All is Well”                          Andrea Bradford &         

                 Bruce Herring 

Call To Worship     
 

   Leader: Rejoice, for God is with us - Emmanuel 

 People: In the darkness of our world shines God’s holy light. 

 Leader:  Now there is reason to hope, to love, to laugh, to live 

 People: God is Truly with us.  We are not alone!  Thanks be to God! 
 

Hymn of Hope                        “O Come All Ye Faithful”                                   Hymn #234 
 

Lighting of the Christ Candle  
 

Each Sunday of Advent we have lit a candle which represented our expectation, our          
preparations, and our declarations concerning the promise of Christ’s coming. 
 

Now the time of celebration has come!  
 

Let us celebrate that God has chosen to become one of us.  
 

Let us celebrate the presence of the Holy Spirit in our midst.  
 

Let us celebrate the light that has come into the world in Christ.  
 

Prayer of Invocation 
 

Loving God, on this night our cup is overflowing, our hearts are filled with love, and 

our gratitude to you is beyond our ability to express fully. Thank you for bringing 

light into our darkness, joy to our sorrow, and peace to the chaos in our lives. AMEN. 
 

Special Music                                      “All You Are”                               Tina Howard, Alto 
 

Hymn of Peace                        “What Child Is This”                           Hymn #219 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Music          “O Come Let Us Adore Him/ Is He Worthy?”    
                  Joe Garringer, Tenor 
 

Reading of the Scripture 
 

The Prophecy of the Messiah   ~Isaiah 9: 2 & 6  
 

The Coming of Jesus Is Announced to Mary and Joseph  ~Luke 1:26-38 
 

The Preparations for the Birth of Jesus  ~Luke 2: 1-5 
 

Jesus is Born  ~Luke 2: 6-7 
 

Jesus’ Birth is Announced to the Shepherds  ~Luke 2: 9-16 
 

Homily                                                             Dr. R. Allen Stewart 
 

Invitation    

Leader:  Christ our Lord invites to His table all who love Him, who earnestly repent 

of their sin and seek to live in peace with one another.  Therefore, let us confess our 

sin before God and one another.               

Prayer of Confession and Pardon        
 

Leader/People: Merciful God, we confess that often we find darkness more        

comfortable than light.   We  confess  that  we  find  your  good  news  frightening  

and unsettling, especially when we consider its demands as well as its promises.  

We confess that Christmas has become more to us than the birthday of the Christ, 

partly because we do not want a Christ-Child in our lives or in our world. Forgive 

us, break us, bend us, remake us. Give us the courage to lay ourselves open to the  

wonder and healing of your coming. Be born again into our world be born again 

into our hearts and lives. Hear  now  our  silent  and  personal  confessions  as  we  

prepare  ourselves  for  your nativity. 
 

Leader to People:  Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; 

that proves God’s love toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
 

People to Leader: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 
 

Leader/People: Glory to God. Amen. 


