
 

 

Welcome to our World!    Congratulations to Charles & Caren Rice on 

the birth of their granddaughter, Evelyn Grace Scaife, born on December 

4th, 2021.  Proud  parents are Rachel & Stephen Scaife; and to Bo & Tina 

Howard on the birth of their granddaughter, Athena Theresa Howard, 

Born on December 4th ,2021.  Proud parents are Losha & Lily Howard. 

Hartwell First United Methodist Church 
 

200 East Howell Street, Hartwell, GA 30643  
www.hartwellfumc.com          706-376-3164 

 

Dr. R. Allen Stewart, Sr. Pastor  
December 12, 2021 

The mission of Hartwell First United Methodist Church is to be a community of 

faith through which all  persons can come to know Jesus Christ, accept His saving 

grace, and become faithful disciples, witnessing to God’s love in the world. 

Our Prayer Ministry 
 

Ryker Richardson—son of Brice & Canaan Richardson; West Lorentson—son of Jon & Tina 
Lorentson;  Bob DuVernois; Joby Scroggs; Madelyn Blomberg; Beth Matthews; Jody Di-
Marco; Dale David; Kidnapped missionaries in Haiti; Stephen Ministry Care Receivers & 
Care Givers;   HFUMC Preschool; Hart County Schools; 2021 Confirmation Class; Essential 
Workers; Unspoken Requests. 
Extended Prayer Needs:   Mark Mamay, Cindy Pace & family, Charlie Higgins, Jack & Pat 
Graham. 
Other Prayer Needs:   Gail White—sister of Lynne Glasco; David Buddenbaum—co-worker 
of Tracey Stewart; Kerry & Meryl Godwin—brother & sister –in-law of Dru Thomason; 
Brenda & Tony Haynie—friends of Jerry & Carolyn Wise;   Danny Adams—Stepdad of 
Hannah Peeples; Jerry Caswell—husband of Holly Caswell; Bob Schlager—friend of Teresa 
Neese; Earl & Karen Lavender—friends of Kaye & Bill Chafin; Kelly Johnson—friend of 
Traci & Beth Mason; Craig Thomasson—brother of Jo Ann Moore;     Dave Wanner—son-in
-law of Tom & Martha Warren; Karen Zabella Sanacore—daughter of Jan & Ken Zabella; 
Joe Cobb Burch; Kaylee Wysong—granddaughter of Ed & Lillian Wysong; David Potratz—
brother of Don Potratz;  Rev. Mark Stiles;  Jana McGee;  Alicia Galphin—daughter-in-law of  
Chet &  Jane Womack.   

Hartwell Health Care—Tom Manter; Mike Ramsey 
Hart Care—Laverne Linder 
Brookdale—Marian Rapsis; Jo Harris-Rm 9; Jim Kesler-Rm 22 
Homebound—Margaret Cribb;  Beth Carter;  Diane Stroup;  Jean Condict; Hazel Moorhead;  

Sandra Stallings; Morene Sokol; Phyllis Van DeMark 
 
Please pray for our Church Family in the Military!  All their names are listed under the 
“Prayer Ministry Link/Church Family in the Military” tab on our website at 
www.hartwellfumc.com 

All church events are subject to being recorded and/or placed on social media. Contact staff for more information. 

 

Stephen Ministry A Ministry of Christ caring for people through people.  

Accept care from a Stephen Minister during your time of need.  God Doesn’t expect 

you to bear your burdens alone. Confidentiality. Linda Potratz 513-403-7358 
 

Offering Grace & Space 

3rd Sunday of Advent 

Practicing 

LOVE  
in Advent 



 

 

                       

Hymn of Dedication         “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”                John Mason Neale, 1855 

 

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; give ye heed to what we say: News, 

news! Jesus Christ is born today! Ox and ass before him bow, and he is in the manger now.  

Christ is born today, Christ is born today! 
 

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voices; now ye hear of endless bliss: News, 

news! Jesus Christ was born for this!  He hath opened heaven’s door, and ye are blest forever more. 

Christ was born for this, Christ was born for this! 
 

Good Christian friends, rejoice with heart and soul and voice; now ye need not fear the grave: News, 

news! Jesus Christ was born to save! Calls you one and calls you all to gain his everlasting hall. 

Christ was born to save, Christ was born to save! 
 

Offering Of Ourselves And Our Gifts to God  

Anthem                 “Christmas Bells (Carol of the Bells)”  

Doxology    

Scripture Reading               Zephaniah 3:14-17; Luke 1:46b-55 
 

Sermon                                  Practicing LOVE in Advent            Dr. R. Allen Stewart 

    Offering Grace & Space  
 

Hymn Of Invitation                    “In the Bleak Midwinter”                       Christina Rossetti, 1872 
 

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; snow 

had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, in the bleak midwinter, long ago. 
 

Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain; heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes 

to reign.  In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed the Lord God Almighty, Jesus Christ. 
 

Angels and archangels may have gathered there, cherubim and seraphim thronged the air; but his 

mother only, in her maiden bliss, worshiped the beloved with a kiss. 
 

What can I give him, poor as I am? If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; if I were a Wise Man, I 

would do my part; yet what I can I give him: give my heart. 
 

Benediction  

Postlude 

 

 

THE WORSHIP OF GOD 
December 12, 2021   

Third Sunday of Advent 
 

Welcome, Announcements & Opening Prayer  

Prelude And Lighting Of The Candles 

Opening Prayer And Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
On this third Sunday of Advent, we consider Mary, our savior’s mother, and our friend.  She is 

young and scared, yet she fulfills God’s call to be strong and brave.  The poor Grinch still had a sour 

look and a sad, small heart, like many in our world today. 
 

But whatever the reason his heart or his shoes,  

he stood there on Christmas Eve hating the Whos.  

Staring down from his cave with a sour Grinchy frown  

at the warm lighted windows below in their town. 
Psalm 136:1-9 
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, for his steadfast love endures forever. 

O give thanks to the God of gods, for his steadfast love endures forever. 

O give thanks to the Lord of lords, for his steadfast love endures forever;  who alone does great won-

ders, for his steadfast love endures forever; who by understanding made the heavens, for his stead-

fast love endures forever; who spread out the earth on the waters, for his steadfast love endures for-

ever;  who made the great lights, for his steadfast love endures forever;  the sun to rule over the day, 

for his steadfast love endures forever;  the moon and stars to rule over the night, for his steadfast 

love endures forever….   
 

Dearest Creator God, we carry many burdens and worry over many things. Help us to hear your 

promise in this Advent season, that in hearing, we may receive the Spirit’s gifts of hope, joy, and 

love. Amen. 
 

Hymn of Praise                 “Angels We Have Heard on High”            French Carol Melody, 1862 
 

Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o’er the plains,  

and the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains.  
 

Refrain:  Gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, in excelsis Deo! 
 

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong?  

What the gladsome tidings be which inspire your heavenly song? (Refrain) 
 

Come to Bethlehem and see Christ whose birth the angels sing;  

come, adore on bended knee, Christ the Lord, the newborn King. (Refrain) 
 

See him in a manger laid, whom the choirs of angels praise; Mary,  

Joseph, lend your aid, while our hearts in love we raise. (Refrain) 

 

Morning Prayer / The Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on 

earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we for-

give those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen 



 

 

This Week   

 Monday, Dec. 13 Tuesday, Dec. 14  

9:30am Exercise Class—Gym 7:00pm Christmas by Candlelight— 

6:00pm UMW Christmas Dinner—FH HCHS Chamber Chorus—Sanctuary 
  

Wednesday, Dec. 15 Thursday, Dec. 16 

5:15pm Fellowship Supper 9:00am Allen’s Bible Study—LIB 

6:00pm WNW—AR  9:30am Exercise Class—Gym 

6:00pm Service of Dark Night 

6:00pm Relentless Student Ministry—Gym 

              Ugly Sweater Party!        

7:00pm Chancel Choir—Sanctuary 

Worship Leaders 

Pastor: Dr. R. Allen Stewart   

Choir Director: Lynne Glasco   

Pianist: Andrea Bradford  Organ: Bruce Herring   

Contemporary Worship Leader: Hannah Peeples  

Youth Director: Amanda Pham  Children’s Director: JoAnn Stone   

Preschool Director: Jennifer Dickerson  

Acolytes:  Violet Nash & Anna Maxwell 

Attendance December 5 Unified Budget Building / Bus Fund 

     9:00am……………    79 

 

Received 12/5......       $ 44,474 

 

Building Receipts for 2021..….. $    31,055 

   10:00am……………   175 Received to Date  ..$1,097,893 Building Loan Amt. 12/1/21....  $ 206,220 

   11:00am……………   139 Needed to Date...   $1,031,450 Buses Loan Amount 12/1/21…  $  76,596 

   Children…………..     48 

 

   Office hours: Monday-Thursday 9am-2pm; Closed on Fri.      

Scripture Reading 
Third Sunday of Advent 

 

Practicing LOVE in Advent 

Offering Grace & Space 
 

 Zephaniah 3:14-17 

Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; shout, O Israel!  Rejoice and exult with all your 

heart, O daughter Jerusalem!  The Lord has taken away the judgments against you, 

he has turned away your enemies.  The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your midst; you 

shall fear disaster no more.  On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:  Do not fear, O 

Zion; do not let your hands grow weak.  The Lord, your God, is in your midst, a 

warrior who gives victory; he will rejoice over you with gladness, he will renew 

you in his love; he will exult over you with loud singing as on a day of festival.  

  

Luke 1:46b-55 
And Mary said: “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices in God my Sav-

ior, for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant. Surely, from now on 

all generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for me, 

and holy is his name. His mercy is for those who fear him from generation to genera-

tion. He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the proud in the thoughts 

of their hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up 

the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich away empty. 

He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, according to the 

promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” 

Annual Celtic Concert—TONIGHT! 
Sunday, December 12th - 6:00pm in the Sanctuary 

 

Carrol Brown will be back with friends to entertain us  

with original Irish Christmas songs and stories! 

Come be a part of the fun and sing along! 



 

 

         Children’s Ministry Schedule 
 

Sunday 

Sunday School: 10:00am—AR 

Nursery: 10:00am & 11:00am—Children’s Center 

Wednesday 

Wednesday Night Wild: 6:00pm—AR 

 

NEXT Sunday, December 19th, 10am Service:  Children’s 

Christmas Program “How the Grinch Found Christ In 

Christmas” 

Relentless Student Ministry 
Mission Statement:  Relentlessly pursuing to know Jesus 

Youth Meetings:  Wednesdays 6-7:30pm—Gym 

December 15th:  Wear your Ugly Christmas Sweater and bring a White Ele-

phant gift ($10 or under) for the Youth Christmas Party at 6:00pm in the Gym! 
 

Contact Abby Ortiz for more info or questions:  386-559-4370 / orti28769@ec.edu 
 

UMW  Christmas Dinner 
 

Monday, December 13th in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

We look forward to seeing you for a wonderful holiday celebration with dinner,  

entertainment & door prizes! 

Please remember to bring your ticket! 

Christmas  “Dove” Tree—A Child’s Wish! 
Northeast Georgia Council on Domestic Violence (NEGACDV) has the honor of 

assisting multiple families throughout our three counties with gifts for Christmas 

each year. These are families who are survivors of Domestic Violence. They range 

in ages from infant up to 18 years old. If you have felt it in your heart to bless 

someone this holiday season and picked  a Dove from the tree that contains a 

child’s wish list, please return your gifts by December 19th. NEGACDV and 

community  thank you for helping make Christmas brighter for a family near you.  

Fellowship Suppers 
Suppers begin at 5:15pm  Wednesdays followed by a program. 

 Adults $5; MS & HS Students - $3; Children - $2.  

Please fill out the yellow reservation card or call the church office BY 2pm on MONDAYS  
 

Dinner will be followed by an Advent Study at 6:00 pm using the book, The Heart That Grew 

Three Sizes - Finding Faith in the Story of The Grinch by Matt Rawle.  Even if you haven’t 

read the book, come  anyway! 

  Dec 15:  Turkey Pot Pie    6 pm - Service of Dark Night  
         - Sanctuary 
  Dec 22:  No Fellowship Supper or Program 
 

Missions Instead of Poinsettias 
While poinsettias look beautiful around the sanctuary at Christmas, their beauty soon fades. 

The work done for Christ remains forever. 
 

We will be collecting money for missions instead of poinsettias 

this Christmas season. Donations can be made in memory of 

loved ones gone to heaven or in honor of those making a 

difference in your life today. Money given will go directly to 

missions in our local community, to our mission trips 

planned to Louisiana for hurricane recovery, and to the 

Hope School in Bethlehem, Israel.  

Please stop by the office between 9am - 2pm, Monday 

through Thursday, to give your gifts. We will also have a 

table in the gathering area on Wednesday nights and Sun-

day mornings through December 15th. 

Mission Trips 
 

If you are interested in going to Louisiana in April for hurricane recovery, 

or if you are interested in going to Bethlehem in June to work on the Hope 

School,  please fill out a Mission Trip application online at the church   

website, (hartwellfumc.com) or stop by the office to pick up an application.  

Applications are due by January 1. Deposits are due by February 1. If you 

have any questions, please contact Kristi at hfumcinfo@gmail.com!  


