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Dr. R. Allen Stewart, Sr. Pastor                                   

The mission of Hartwell First United Methodist Church is to be a community of faith 

through which all  persons can come to know Jesus Christ, accept His saving grace, 

and become faithful disciples, witnessing to God’s love in the world. 

May Peace be your gift at Christmas  

and your Blessing all year through! 



 

 

Hartwell First United Methodist Church 

Christmas Eve Service of Carols, Candles & Communion 

December 24, 2021 6:00pm 
 

Gathering    

Welcome 

Prelude                                                                                   

Call To Worship     
 

   Leader: Rejoice, for God is with us - Emmanuel 

 People: In the darkness of our world shines God’s holy light. 

 Leader:  Now there is reason to hope, to love, to laugh, to live 

 People: God is Truly with us.  We are not alone!  Thanks be to God! 
 

Hymn of Hope                        “O Come All Ye Faithful” 
 

 O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant,  

O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem.   

Come and behold him, born the King of angels; 
 

Refrain:  O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,  

O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 
 

Sing, Choirs of angels, sing in exultation;  

O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!  

Glory to God, all glory in the highest;  (Refrain) 
 

Yea, Lord, we greet thee, born this happy morning,  

Jesus, to thee be all glory given.  

Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing:  (Refrain) 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                 
 

Hymn of Love      “Silent Night, Holy Night”  
                                                       

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright 

Round yon virgin Mother and Child, Holy infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love's pure light; 

Radiant beams from thy holy face with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 

Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light; 
 

Silent night, holy night, wondrous star, lend thy light; 

With the angels let us sing, Alleluia to our King; 

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born. 
 

Benediction   (Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light - Johann Von Rist - 1641) 
                    

Come, dearest child, into our hearts, and leave your crib behind you! 

Let this be where the new life starts for all who seek and find you. 

To you be honor, thanks, and praise, for all your gifts this time of grace. 

Come conquer and deliver this world, and us, forever. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

* Please extinguish your candle at the end of the Benediction and place your candle in the containers 

by the door as you depart. Thank you for joining in our time of worship on this Christmas Eve.                                              

May God richly bless you in 2022. 



 

 

 

Lighting of the Christ Candle  
 

Welcome Christmas. Bring your cheer, 
Cheer to all far and near. 

Christmas Day is in our grasp So long as we have hands to grasp. 
Christmas Day will always be Just as long as we have we. 

Welcome Christmas while we stand 
Heart to heart and hand in hand. 

 

And the city has no need of sun or moon on it, for the glory of God is its light, and its 

lamp is the Lamb. The Nations will walk by its light, and the kings [rulers] of the earth 

will bring their glory into it.  Revelation 21: 23-24  
 

Break Forth, O Beauteous Heavenly Light 
Johann Von Rist - 1641 

 

Break forth, O beauteous heavenly light, and usher in the morning. 

O shepherds, shrink not with affright, but hear the angel’s warning. 

This child, now weak in infancy, our confidence and joy shall be, 

The power of Satan breaking, our peace eternal making. 
 

 

Dearest Lord, deliver us from evil by the blessing which Christ brings, and teach us 

to be merry with clear hearts. May the Christmas morning make us happy to be thy 

children, and Christmas evening bring us to our beds with grateful thoughts, forgiv-

ing and forgiven, for Jesus' sake. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 
 

 Leader:  The Lord be with you. 
 

 People:  And also with you. 
 

 Leader:  Lift up your hearts. 
 

 People:  We lift them up to the Lord. 
 

 Leader:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 

 People:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 Leader:  It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give 

thanks to  You, Father Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. And so, with Your 

people on earth  and  all  the  company of heaven we  praise  Your  name  and  join  

their unending hymn: 
 

 People:  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full 

of Your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 

Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
 

 Leader:  And so, in  remembrance  of  these  Your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we 

offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union 

with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith. 
 

 People:  Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 

Sacrament of Holy Communion 
 

Communion Response  

We are filled with joy for we have heard good news of great joy. We are filled with 

love for we have tasted the sign of God’s great love.  We are filled with hope for the 

angels still sing in our world  and there is a Light for us to follow. 
 

Passing of the Peace and Candle Lighting      
                           

“Peace be with you…”       “And also, with you…” 
 

                                 
 



 

 

 

 

Special Music                                    “Midnight Noel”                Deb Ducworth, Soprano 
 

Hymn of Peace                         “What Child Is This”  
  

What child is this who, laid to rest,  

on Mary’s lap is sleeping?   

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet,  

while shepherds watch are keeping? 
 

Refrain:  This, this is Christ the King,  

whom shepherds guard and angels sing;  

haste, haste to bring him laud,  

the babe, the son of Mary. 
 

 

Special Music          “When Love Crossed Over with On This Night” 

Jan Bowers, Soprano & Joe Garringer, Tenor 
 

 

Reading of the Scripture 

The Prophecy of the Messiah   ~Isaiah 9: 2 & 6  
 

The Coming of Jesus Is Announced to Mary and Joseph  ~Luke 1: 26-ff 
 

The Preparations for the Birth of Jesus  ~Luke 2: 1-5 
 

Jesus is Born  ~Luke 2: 6-7 
 

Jesus’ Birth is Announced to the Shepherds  ~Luke 2: 9-16 
 

 

Hymn of Joy                                   ”Joy To The World”                            
 

Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King;  

let every heart prepare him room, and heaven and nature sing  

and heaven and nature sing, and  heaven, and heaven, and nature sing. 
 

 

 

“Joy To The World “  (Continued) 

No more let sins and sorrows grow, nor thorns infest the ground;  

he comes to make his blessing flow far as the curse is found,  

far as the curse is found, far as, far as the curse is found. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove  

the glories of his righteousness and wonders of his love,  

and wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love. 

 

Homily                                                               Dr. R. Allen Stewart 
 

Invitation   

 Leader:  Christ our Lord invites to His table all who love Him, who earnestly repent 

of their sin and seek to live in peace with one another.  Therefore, let us confess our 

sin before God and one another. 

 

Prayer of Confession and Pardon        
 

 Leader/People: Merciful God, we confess that often we find darkness more com-

fortable than light.   We  confess  that  we  find  your  good  news  frightening  and 

unsettling, especially when we consider its demands as well as its promises.  We 

confess that Christmas has become more to us than the birthday of the Christ, part-

ly because we do not want a Christ-Child in our lives or in our world. Forgive us, 

break us, bend us, remake us. Give us the courage to lay ourselves open to the 

wonder and healing of your coming. Be born again into our world be born again 

into our hearts and lives. Hear  now  our  silent  and  personal  confessions  as  we  

prepare  ourselves  for  your nativity. 
 

Leader to People:  Hear the good news: Christ died for us while we were yet sinners; 

that proves God’s love toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
 

People to Leader: In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 
 

Leader/People: Glory to God. Amen. 


