
1



- Briefly show Christian church originations and highlight key dates to Methodist 
church (5 minutes): 

- 1054 – “Great Schism” … the culmination of theological and political 
differences which had developed during the preceding centuries between 
Eastern and Western Christianity.

- 1517 – Martin Luther published his “95 Theses” – start of the Protestant 
Reformation – a movement against perceived errors in the Catholic Church

- 1534 - Start of the “modern” Church of England; other Protestant reforms 
from Germany and Switzerland led to Lutheran, Presbyterian and other 
churches.

- 1726 – John Wesley is ordained in the Church of England; later so is his 
brother Charles 

- 1735 - John and Charles Wesley sail to Georgia as missionaries of the 
Anglican Church. In 1738, Wesley began concentrating on his own 
ministries ... But he remained with the Church of England until his death in 
1791. Shortly after that, the Methodist Church separated from the Church 
of England.

- Briefly highlight the right side of the chart as additional history leading to 
formation of the United Methodist Church in 1968.
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- Before we talk about John Wesley, let’s review some highlights from his younger 
brother, Charles. 

- Review the bullet points, highlighting Charles’ formation of the Holy Club at Oxford 
University, his opposition to leaving the Church of England, and his prolific history 
of writing (6500+ hymns, later listed in the Gospel Music Hall of Fame. 

- Charles died in 1788 – three years before the death of his brother John.
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- Introduce group to the quiz about John Wesley and either ask them to try it 
individually, or walk through the quiz and ask people to give their to answer each 
question. 

- Review bullets on Wesley’s personal life and the Aldersgate Experience
- Play the first video – “Wesley’s Radical Ideas” (3 minutes, 37 seconds) and invite 

discussion on observations and highlights
- Preaching out in the open
- Social holiness – church should take care of the poor
- Unique organizational ideas (small groups, circuit riders, etc)
- Laity as leaders of small groups

- Review bullets under “the Organizer” section. Comment on Wesley’s phenomenal 
organizational skills

- Play the video “The Wesley Quadrilateral” (3:51) and invite discussion about this 
theological framework 

- Framework for theological study
- Every Christian is a theologian
- Four sides of the Wesley quadrilateral

1. Scripture - most important of the four resources
2. Tradition – for questions that can’t be answered by Scripture
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3. Reason – can help think things through, but can’t explain 
everything

4. Experience – of you, other Christians and people you consider 
trusted sources

• Logic and Reason - The most fundamental distinction of Methodist teaching is 
that people must use logic and reason in all matters of faith.

- Interesting historical perspective: Wesley rode over 250,000 miles on horseback, a 
distance equal to ten circuits of the globe along the equator. He preached over 
40,000 sermons!
- Briefly review correct answers to the quiz
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- Close with the brief review of our church’s local history (refer people to the 
HFUMC website for more information and copies of all the session materials).

- Invite any prayer concerns to pass on to staff, and encourage group to attend 
Session 6 (Resurrection and Life Everlasting) next week.
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