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Saturday, October 31 

Dr. R. Allen Stewart 
 

Wrap-up     I was talking to a parent the other day about kids in college and the demands of 

college athletes.  Their oldest, a football player at a university, is graduating in the fall after his 

last season.  He has graduated in four years of college, taking classes in the summers and 

working hard juggling both academics and a rigorous and demanding football schedule.  When 

asked about finding a job and what was next, he earnestly made the following statement.  

“Mom, I think it will be hard finding a job immediately, so I have decided to take a year off 

and fish.  A victory lap for me, so to speak.  I think that I have earned that.”  After picking her-

self up off the floor and coming to, she said that possibly you have earned a month to fish, but 

most definitely not a year. 
 

In college, to take a “victory lap” is to take longer than four years to graduate.  Some students 

take MANY victory laps until they finish.  I remember students making a two year associates 

degree at Reinhardt into a four year associates degree.  I honestly believe that one guy was 

there five years.  Anyway, this concept of a “victory lap” is very confusing to me.  For Tracey 

and for me, finishing up as quickly as possible was the norm and we just did that because that 

was what we were supposed to do.  There was no other option for us. 
 

How does this concept play out in faith and especially in the faith of millennials?  Working 

with so many young adults today, I have learned that most of them don’t know what they want 

to do with their lives.  Many, after high school, go into a career or college undecided and use 

the first year or two trying to figure out life or what life has to offer.  Many are discouraged by 

what they find.  Many of their parents have either worked too hard or worked too little and 

their lack of strong faith-based foundations has left them wandering in a sea of unhealthy op-

tions. 
 

The “victory lap” for persons of faith is what John Wesley called sanctifying grace or a total 

cooperation with the Holy Spirit of being holy.  This is achieved by fully loving God with 

heart, soul, mind, and strength and we love others as ourselves.  It is the goal of a Christian’s 

life.  The writer of Hebrews states in 12:1a, “So then let’s also run the race that is laid out 

in front of us…”  Tomorrow, you have a chance to take a true “victory lap” for Christ.  To-

morrow morning, you will be given the opportunity to commit; I know it is a hard word today, 

to the work and ministry of your church.  If we succeed, it’s because we all succeed.   
 

Please prayerfully consider what God wants you to do in the year to come.  Prayerfully consid-

er committing to gradually move to giving 10% of your income.  Prayerfully consider what 

example you want to make for your kids and grandkids.  Involve them in the process of this 

faithful action.  God does not need your money, God wants your heart.  Jesus says in Matthew 

6:21, “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
 

May God bless our work together! 
 

Prayer:  Gracious God, may my will and your will be one.  Amen 
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Why an October Devotional Guide and how do I use it? 

 

A church’s yearly stewardship campaign is not a “single focus” period where the most 

money possible is the goal.  It is a time of self reflection for a church, where ministries are 

valued and re-valued, purpose is contemplated, and spiritual growth is sought.  It is in this 

self-reflection that our goal must always be to seek God’s will for our lives and for that 

which we have been called to be stewards over, creation.  Jesus said in Mark 12:30  “and 

you must love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your being, with all your 

mind, and with all your strength.”   

 

Please use the guide as a means to grow spiritually.  My hope and desire is that we, as a 

congregation, will work together, grow together, serve together, learn together, live togeth-

er, love together, and give together. 

 

Our giving to God’s church is an indication of our spiritual health.  Our spiritual health is 

an indication of our love for God.  How we perceive God’s grace is how we offer God’s 

grace to others.  It is always a two-way street.  So, what do we do? 

 

As United Methodist, we turn to the four principles or the quadrilateral foundation of our 

theological reflection and belief.  These foundations are Scripture, Tradition, Reason, and 

Experience.  All tenants of our belief system stem from these bases. 

 

Scripture is the foundation of our faith.  It is the first authority and contains the only 

measure whereby all other truth is tested.  
 

Tradition is the historical evidence that has stood the test of time.  It supplies the 2000 

plus years of belief that draws on the wisdom of the saints. 
 

Reason is the cognitive basis of understanding clearly.  Without reason we cannot un-

derstand the essential truths of Scripture. Reason must be assisted by the Holy Spirit if 

we are to understand the mysteries of God. 
 

Experience is the personal proof and present reality of faith and theology.  It is our un-

derstanding that is informed by scripture, tradition, and reason. 

 
Please use this guide as a means to learn, study, hear and discern what God has in store 

for you, your family, and for your church in the year to come, 2016.  Study the scriptures, 

read the stories, pray the prayers, listen to the voice of God.  Then, prayerfully consider 

what God would have you do to support the ministry of your church.  The BEST is yet to 

come! 

 

It only takes a spark, to get a fire going...are you a part of the spark? 
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Friday, October 30 

Sara Powell 

Lights Out 

 

Mathew 5:16 (NIV)    In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see 

your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven." 

 

One Sunday several years ago, the pastor referred to the lights in the chandeliers in the sanctu-

ary. When we looked up, it was easy to see that there were several bulbs not burning in each 

of the fixtures. The room was certainly bright enough with the light given by the remaining 

bulbs, but I wondered how much brighter the room would be if all the bulbs were on and also 

how many bulbs would have to go out before there was a noticeable difference in the quality 

of the light. 

 

I have a feeling that most of our churches are just like those chandeliers—lots of folks who 

are present, but who don't contribute their time, talents or money. Perhaps they just assume 

that 'someone else' will do what needs to be done. The work of the church apparently contin-

ues without diminishment, but you have to wonder how much richer and vibrant the life of the 

church would be if everyone were contributing a portion of his or her gifts, both monetary and 

spiritual. Fortunately, we, unlike those light bulbs, need only breathe a prayer of forgiveness 

and renewed commitment to God's work to begin burning brightly again. 

 

Prayer:  Creator God Who made the light by which we see and sent the Light of the world to 

us, enable us to shed your light as you forgive, renew and revive us. Amen 
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Thursday, October 29 

Tia Athens 

 

 

Psalm 40:16  But may all who search for you be filled with joy and gladness in you.  May 

those who love your salvation repeatedly shout, “The Lord is great!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While in Florida last weekend with Bob’s 105 year old mother, the sweet sitter was leaving 

and we were thanking her for the loving care she gives Helen.  She said. “It’s God’s love!”   

The next morning at the grocery store, it started raining as I was heading to the car.  A lady 

came by as I finished loading the car and said she would take the basket for me.  I thanked her, 

got in the car and watched as she took the basket to the corral thinking she must be parked near 

it.  She then walked back to the car right beside me!  I lowered the window and thanked her 

again for her thoughtfulness.  Her reply was “It’s God’s love!”  The love of God was so evi-

dent in these two women. 

 

On Wednesday and Saturday mornings we try to attend the yoga classes at the Y.  After the 

100 crunches, 1 minute tree pose (on left and right) and many other stretches, we conclude the 

hour class with “Namaste”.  Tina explained that Namaste means “May the light in me see the 

light in you”.  I like that…but it makes me wonder if in my everyday life my friends and those 

I encounter can see the light in me.  How wonderful it would be if my love for Christ were evi-

dent in everything I do.   

 

Prayer:  Dear Lord, Please help me to project my love for you in everything I say and do.  Let 

my life repeatedly shout, “The Lord is great!”  Amen  
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Thursday, October 1 
Dell Skelton 
“War Room” 

 

2 Corinthians 10:3-4  We don’t wage war as humans do. We use God’s mighty weapons, not 

worldly weapons, to knock down the strongholds of human reasoning and to destroy false ar-

guments.   

 

The movie “War Room” came out in August. I haven’t been able to go see it yet, but I hear it 

has a powerful message. I did see a short preview, of where an older woman in the movie is 

selling her house. She shows a couple her “war room.” A small space in her house where she 

goes to pray and has written her most needy & urgent prayers on the walls for years. 

 

This made me think … this day and time, I need a war room to wage war on satan and all those 

fighting against God. A place where I can go and pray, to record my most needed prayers and 

continue to pray daily until they are answered. As I was thinking of this and how I wanted to 

accomplish my task, with no small rooms or closets too small to turn around in, I came across 

a devotion in *Praying the Promises of God by Cheri Fuller & Jennifer K. Dean. The devotion 

was about “the weapons of warfare.” In a world of protest and not hurting others feelings, in a 

world where it seems that everyone has rights as long as they don’t have to do with God …

what do we do? 

 

We create a War Room … in a closet, a room in our house, or even in a notebook … I am now 

keeping a notebook with me at all times. When special needs arise, or as things come up daily, 

I can go to my war room and pray. I will hand all of these things to God and let Him be in con-

trol  … it will be a place I can pray for my family, church, community, country & world with-

out ceasing. I have been doing this for years, but now is the time to step it up … 

 

Maybe, this is the time we all are being asked to 

find a war room, somewhere in our daily life … a 

place where we can start a Revival within ourselves 

that will spread to others; a solitary place to pray 

without ceasing for all the mess around us.  Let’s 

find our War Room … catch fire for God and His 

Kingdom … 
 

It only takes a spark …. 

 

Prayer: “May we, Father, use the spiritual weapons you have graciously given us with confi-

dence and trust in your power.” Amen* 
 
 

-1- 



Friday, October 2 

Sybil Clem 

Revival 

 

Deuteronomy 33:27a   The most ancient God is a place of safety; the eternal arms of peace. 

 

“The will of God will never take you, 

Where the grace of God cannot keep you, 

Where the arms of God cannot support you, 

Where the riches of God cannot supply your needs, 

Where the power of God cannot endow you.” 

 

What do we mean when we say revival? A Christian revival is an increase in spiritual interest 

of renewal within the life of a church congregation or society. It is the sovereign work of Al-

mighty God. As my friend, Dell puts it, it “set our churches on fire.” 

 

I love revivals because my sisters and I were raised on revivals. Every time we saw a tent any-

where around town, we knew it was time for revival. In those days, revival was in a tent and 

we sat with our mama and daddy and didn’t move. It was so hot that we were wet with sweat. 

We didn’t have food and sweat tea or water, and it lasted for hours on end. Somehow, even 

with all of this torture, I could see and feel the excitement for the Lord and knew something 

good was going to happen. After living many years loving and following the Lord, I can now 

see the true meaning of revival as opposed to my thoughts as a child. 

 

Today, we have revival in an air conditioned building, with food and drinks, as well as beauti-

ful music and speakers that set us on fire. Let us take this revival and have services that fill us 

with excitement for the Lord and with the Holy Spirit, and we will trust that something good is 

going to happen. 

  

“The will of God will never take you, 

Where the comfort of God cannot dry your tears, 

Where the Word of God cannot feed you, 

Where the miracles of God cannot be done for you, 

Where the omnipresence of God cannot find you.” 

 

“Thanks be to God.” 

 

Prayer:   Lord, as our strength and hope, enable me to be an instrument of your peace.  Give 

us you wisdom and your will.  Amen 
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Friday, October 28 

Jim Martin 

We Never Know What Tomorrow May Bring 

 

Psalm 31:14-15  I trust in you, Lord; I say, “You are my God. My times are in your hands.” 

 

On September 4th, when my neighbor called Carolyn, she knew immediately our neighbor and 

dear friend was probably having a stroke. As fast as I could, I carried her to the hospital in La-

vonia. After giving her several test, they knew it was beyond services they could provide, so 

by ambulance she was carried to St. Mary’s Hospital in Athens for immediate surgery. 

 

With shock and grief of the uncertainty that was ahead of her, we contacted her sons, one in 

Seattle and the other in Atlanta, to get here as soon as possible. Under the circumstances, what 

really can we do to let her know wee love her, miss her presence, and want her back to normal 

as soon as she can be? 

 

In her condition, now almost two weeks after her stroke, she is not able to communicate or use 

her left arm and leg. In  efforts to want to assist in any way we can, I have come to the place 

where I know that other than looking after her yard and visiting her on occasions, the thing 

Carolyn, I, her sons and each member of her family, along with untold members of her church, 

must remember is that we have faith in God. As Christians we trust Fod and we say as David 

did during his difficult times, “My times are in Your hands,” and as David did we must have 

resounding hope. 

 

During these difficult times we must know that these times are in God’s hands. Even though 

we never know what tomorrow may bring, we can be sure that we can trust God with any 

problem that comes before us. 

 

 

Prayer: Thank you Father that 

no matter when difficult times 

may come our way, You are 

there no matter what today or 

tomorrow holds. Thank you for 

Your faithfulness in those times 

when we are in our deepest 

grief. Amen 
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Tuesday, October 27 

Dell Skelton 

 

Revelation 2:5a   So remember the high point from which you have fallen. Change your hearts 

and lives and do the things you did at first. 

 

I love Gerber daises and plant them each year. I usually bring 

them with me to work and enjoy them so much. But for some 

reason, this year they haven’t done well and I’ve missed hav-

ing them on my desk. I’ve tried fertilizer and water to try to 

get them going but to no avail. They just didn’t do as I had 

hoped and expected them to do. 

 

I feel like I experience this same thing in my life from time to 

time. There are times where I just don’t seem to produce what 

I’m expected to. I go from one day to the next, not remember-

ing others as I should; not reading and studying as I should; 

not serving as I should. Sometimes, I feel in a constant battle 

with myself over doing what I know I should and doing what I 

want too. It is so easy to get swallowed up with the places I 

want to go or things that are more fun to do than what I should 

be doing. It is in these times, that I must remember Revival. I 

am challenged to remember where I have fallen from and to change my heart and my life…to 

come back to where I need to be.  
 

It seems that some people never waver from their constant service and witness for Christ. It is 

a little frustrating to me at times that I can’t stay on the constant and consistent path. But then, 

I am reminded that each of us are different. We have different gifts and callings. We have dif-

ferent circumstances that arise and cause us to move slightly from our path. It is my opinion 

that God, our Creator understands our humanness and is always with us, therefore allowing us 

back on the right track and celebrating when we return. 
 

In this season of Revival and Commitment to the work of God’s Kingdom, may we all revive 

and remember the high point from which we have fallen. May we get involved and be a part of 

the spark that sets this church and community on fire. 
 

Prayer: May we remember Father, who we belong too, what we felt like when we first began 

our faithful journey with You. Help us to revive and to grow and flourish. Help us to 

_________________. Amen    
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Saturday, October 3 

Dr. R. Allen Stewart 

A Crisis of Faith 

 

Romans 5:1-2  1Therefore, since we have been made righteous through his faithfulness, we 

have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 2 We have access by faith into this grace 

in which we stand through him, and we boast in the hope of God’s glory. 

 

John Wesley had a crisis of faith while serving as a missionary in colonial Georgia.  He was 

not able to convert the Native Americans as he wished or as he felt he could have.  He also had 

a crisis of faith involving a woman in his parish.  As a response to the crisis, he made poor 

judgments and decisions.  He was run out of Savannah and fled back to England.  There his 

crisis turned into transformation that drives our great church today. 

 

Martin Luther suffered a crisis of faith in regards to his commitment to the Roman Catholic 

Church.  In response to this crisis, Luther developed a fervent faith and theology based upon 

the three Solas:  Sola Scriptura (scripture alone), Sola Fida (faith alone), and Sola Gratia (grace 

alone).  This crisis resulted in the protestant church, which is now our theological home. 

 

We all suffer through crises of faith.  Some are derailed while others learn and are strength-

ened and they prosper faithfully.  In our day and time, many of our bumps in the road are 

viewed as a crisis of faith.  I believe because of pride and selfishness, we make everything 

about “us!”  ‘We are called as Christians, to make everything about Him.  God is a God of or-

dering and our crisis may just be daily chaos.  May God make order out of your chaos.  May 

God enable us to put Him first in our priorities and in our commitments. 

 

Prayer:  Rescue the perishing, care for the dying, snatch them in pity from sin and the grave; 

weep o'er the erring one, lift up the fallen, tell them of Jesus, the mighty to save.  AMEN  
Rescue the Perishing (Fannie Crosby – 1869) 
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Sunday, October 4 

Dr. R. Allen Stewart 

An Aldersgate Experience 

 
Romans 4:3-5  3 What does the scripture say? Abraham had faith in God, and it was credited to him as 

righteousness. 4 Workers’ salaries aren’t credited to them on the basis of an employer’s grace but ra-

ther on the basis of what they deserve. 5 But faith is credited as righteousness to those who don’t work, 

because they have faith in God who makes the ungodly righteous. 
 

John Wesley wrote about his experience on May 24, 1738 around 8:45 pm.  He was listening 

to someone read Luther’s preface to the Epistle of Romans, "while he was describing the 

change which God works in the heart through faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely 

warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone for salvation; and an assurance was given me 

that He had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death." 
 

Wesley was about to give up preaching all together and leave the ministry.  His friend and con-

fident, Peter Böhler, counseled Wesley to, “preach faith till you have it, and because you have 

it, you will preach faith.”  This “strange warmth” changed the world along with Wesley.  He 

rode more than 20,000 miles a year, spreading the Good News of Christ to persons that often 

had left the church behind.  His crisis became his strongest asset. He served and gave from his 

strength rather than quitting out of weakness.  God used Wesley to reform the very fabric of 

faith. 
 

How can God use you, your gifts, talents, and your faithful support of the work of His king-

dom through our church?  God wants each of us to give out of our desire to love and honor 

God, not out of guilt.  Most importantly, God wants us to give generously out of everything we 

have, not hoard what is not even ours anyway. 
 

The final words that John Wesley spoke just prior to his death were, “The best of all is, God is 

with us.”  What will our last words be?  Our last words will be a reflection of our lives.  They 

could be, “I saved every penny.”  “I was stingy and cheap.”  “I taught my children to not go to 

church and not give to God.”  “I was a fake.”  “I lied…” 
 

I truly want on my tombstone, “He tried…”  The meaning of this is as follows:  I have tried to 

be faithful.  I have tried to teach my children generosity and self-worth.  I have tried to give to 

the needy, love the loveless, and honor the less honorable.  I have tried to give 10% to the 

church all my life.  I have tried to honor my parents by working to do the above attributes as a 

reflection of their faithful life.  I have tried to invest in other’s lives continually.  I tried… 
 

Prayer:  Father God, forgive me for being me.  Christ, May I love and serve like you.  Holy 

Spirit, may my heart be warmed and may my warm heart warm others, beginning in my own 

home and then flowing throughout the world.  Help me to do more than try, but just to do, and 

to quit making excuses why I haven’t.  Amen 
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Monday, October 26 

Ed Walker 

Jesus Speaks to the Rich Young Man 

 

Mark 10:17-23   As Jesus continued down the road, a man ran up, knelt before him, and 

asked, “Good Teacher, what must I do to obtain Eternal Life?”  18Jesus replied, “Why do you 

call me good? No one is good except the one God.  19You know the commandments: Don’t 

commit murder. Don’t commit adultery. Don’t steal. Don’t give false testimony. Don’t cheat. 

Honor your father and mother.  20“Teacher,” he responded, “I’ve kept all of these things since 

I was a boy.”  21Jesus looked at him carefully and loved him. He said, “You are lacking one 

thing. Go sell what you own, and give the money to the poor. Then you will have treasure in 

heaven. And come follow me.”  22But the man was dismayed at this statement and went away 

saddened, because he had many possessions.   23Looking around, Jesus said to his disciples, 

“It will be very hard for the wealthy to enter God’s Kingdom.” 

 

The rich young man seemed to be a nice young man.  He asked the right question of the right 

man, Jesus.  “Good teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”  He seemed to equate Jesus 

with other good teachers of the day, but not to God, so Jesus tested his faith by asking, why do 

you call me good?  No one is good – except God alone.”  The man was not willing to admit 

the Lord Jesus is God.   

 

Jesus tested him again by telling him to obey the commandments, specifically those related to 

loving his neighbor as himself. Did he really love his neighbor as himself?  If not, he sinned 

and did not keep the commandments. Still the rich man admitted no sin.  The man did not un-

derstand that he could not inherit the kingdom by legal adherence to the law.  He needed to 

know that he had sinned, could not save himself, and to ask Jesus to save him by His grace.  

But, he loved his property too much to give it up.   He left the presence of Jesus rejected and 

dejected. 

If this man is you or someone you know, what can be done?  Is it settled?  No, not at all!  If the 

rich man reconsiders the problem and is earnest in his desire to inherit eternal life, what can 

change his life or your life?  Seek God first and come to know and understand his saving 

grace.  Jesus told the man to sell his property, not as a way of salvation, but showing that he 

had already broken the law of God by refusing to share with his neighbors, and was in need of 

salvation.  God’s offer to sinners is always available just for admitting our sins and asking for 

His saving Grace. 

 

Prayer:   Heavenly Father, we come before You as sinners in need of a savior.  Jesus is that 

perfect Savior whose shed blood on the cross washes away the stain of our sins once and for-

ever.  We seek comfort in knowing that Your love and grace is always available to us and that 

you are just a prayer away.  In Jesus Name, Amen  
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Sunday, October 25 

Dr. R. Allen Stewart 

Persevering to the End 

 
Proverbs 31:8-9  Speak out on behalf of the voiceless, and for the rights of all who are vulnerable.  
9 Speak out in order to judge with righteousness and to defend the needy and the poor. 
 

 Some 795 million people in the world do not have enough food to lead a healthy active life. That's 

about one in nine people on earth. 

 The vast majority of the world's hungry people live in developing countries. 

 Asia is the continent with the most hungry people - two thirds of the total.  

 Sub-Saharan Africa is the region with the highest prevalence (percentage of population) of hunger. 

One person in four there is undernourished. 

 Poor nutrition causes nearly 45% of deaths in children under five - 3.1 million children. 

 One out of six children -- roughly 100 million -- in developing countries is underweight. 

 If women farmers had the same access to resources as men, the number of hungry in the world 

could be reduced by up to 150 million. 

 Every hour, 77 cases of child abuse are made. 

 Each Year, there are 679,000 child victims of abuse and neglect. 

 More than four children die every day as a result of child abuse. 

 An estimated 1,520 children die of abuse and neglect in the U.S. per year. 

 Three-quarters (73.9%) of all child fatalities were younger than 3 years. 

 The highest rates of child abuse occur under age one (23.1 per 1,000 children). 

 Almost 70% of children that are victims of child abuse are under the age of four. 

 More than 90% of juvenile sexual abuse victims know their perpetrator. 

 Child abuse occurs at every socioeconomic level, across ethnic and cultural lines, within all reli-

gions and at all levels of education. 

 14% of men and 36% of women in prison in the USA were abused as children. 

 Children who experience child abuse & neglect are about 9 times more likely to become involved 

in criminal activity.  

Statistics:  http://americanspcc.org/advocacy/child-abuse-statistics/?gclid=CIWIz8-

h3McCFRc2gQodL6EFjw 
 

If we are persons of faith, how can we sit idly by and not feel the groan of creation?  We may not be 

able to solve the entire problem, but we can solve the needs of one at a time.  Give faithfully, working 

towards 10%, to the work of your church.  Give sacrificially to the needy in our community by donat-

ing money to the Bower’s Fund.  Give generously of your time by becoming a volunteer in the schools 

and a mentor to a needy child.  Give when you can to the mission work of our church through the mis-

sion teams, Habitat for Humanity, designated offerings, etc.  Pray about world hunger and the needy in 

our community.  Do something….. 
 

Prayer:  Gracious God, how may I help those that are voiceless?  Let my hands be your 

hands, let my feet be your feet, let my words be your words, let my wallet and purse be your 

wallet and purse.  Let my blessings be other’s blessings, let… (you fill in the blanks)  Amen 
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Tuesday, October 5 

Justin Barrow 

Forgiveness 

 
Ephesians 2:4-7  However, God is rich in mercy. He brought us to life with Christ while we were dead 

as a result of those things that we did wrong. He did this because of the great love that he has for us. 

You are saved by God’s grace! And God raised us up and seated us in the heavens with Christ Jesus. 

God did this to show future generations the greatness of his grace by the goodness that God has shown 

us in Christ Jesus. 
 

Can you remember the first time you messed up? I mean really messed up, to the point that you thought 

there was no way you could recover from this. For me, this was in the 3rd grade back when all the girls 

had cooties and your parents dressed you in those clothes that you look at now and say “what in the 

world were they thinking?” That’s when it happened. I had seen it on every movie and TV show and 

from every adult and teenager around me since I could remember, so I just worked up the courage and 

did it. I walked right across that playground and kissed that brown haired girl right on the cheek, at 

least I was aiming for the cheek. She turned her head at the last second and “WHAM! Right on the 

lips!” (Which is how one of my buddies described it.) I was actually pretty proud of myself until she 

and all of her friends took off running toward our teacher, then the fear took over. I knew I had messed 

up this time. 
 

At that point, I just knew that my life was over. I just knew that my biggest spanking and punishment 

was waiting for me at home. My worst fear was disappointing my parents and I thought for sure I had 

done it this time. When I got home that day I ran right upstairs, put on four pairs of pants and wrapped 

up in the covers of my bed, hoping that the extra layers would help protect me from my punishment and 

that my dad would get too tired of wrestling with the layers and just give up on trying to spank me (this 

tactic had worked for me several times in the past!). But much to my surprise my dad came in my room 

not with the belt or the angry look that I expected and deserved, but with a look of compassion and un-

derstanding as he hugged me and spoke to me, he didn’t speak with the stern punishment that I ex-

pected, but with a calm voice that reassured me that he still loved me even though I had messed up.  
 

From that day on I understood that there was nothing I could ever do that would make my Father love 

me any less. In the same way, when we put our belief and faith in Jesus Christ and begin a relationship 

with God, He continues to love us despite all of the times that we have fallen short. When he sees us, he 

sees the sacrifice that Jesus made and can’t help but love us unconditionally. This is the greatest truth 

that we know that even though we did not deserve it, God sent his Son, whom he loved, to take our 

place so that when we believe in Him and seek forgiveness He is faithful and is pleased with us beyond 

our understanding.  So no matter what you have done, be encouraged today because we know that there 

is forgiveness for those who believe in Him and seek to know Him more.  
 

“When people need love and understanding the most is often times when they deserve it the 

least.” ~Lou Holtz  
 

Prayer:  God, we thank you for the love and mercy that you have shown us, especially when 

we don’t deserve it. As we seek you further, we pray that we would grow deeper into the love 

that we can only experience through you. Amen 
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Saturday, October 24 

Dr. R. Allen Stewart 

Persevering to the End 

 

Matthew 5:10-12  10 “Happy are people whose lives are harassed because they are righteous, 

because the kingdom of heaven is theirs.  11“Happy are you when people insult you and harass 

you and speak all kinds of bad and false things about you, all because of me. 12 Be full of joy 

and be glad, because you have a great reward in heaven. In the same way, people harassed the 

prophets who came before you. 

 

The following was written by a man in Africa condemned to die for being a Christian.  He was 

later murdered for his faith in Christ Jesus. 

“The dye has been cast. The decision has been made. I have stepped over the line. I 

won’t look back, let up, slow down, or back away. My past is redeemed, my present 

makes sense, my future secure. I’m done with low living, sight walking, small planning 

colorless dreams, tamed visions, mundane talking, cheap living and dwarfed goals: I no 

longer need preeminence, prosperity, positions, promotions, or popularity. I don’t have to 

be right, first, tops, recognized, praised, regarded or rewarded. I now live by faith, lean 

on His presence, walk with patience, live by prayer and labor with power. My face is set, 

my goal is Heaven, my road is narrow, my way is rough, my companions are few, my 

Guide is reliable, my mission clear. I cannot be bought, compromised detoured, lured 

away, turned back, deluded or delayed. I will not flinch in the face of sacrifice, hesitate in 

the presence of adversary, negotiate at the table of the enemy, ponder at the pool of popu-

larity or meander in the maze of mediocrity. I won’t give up, shut up, let up, until I have 

stayed up, stored up, prayed up, paid up, and spoken up for the cause of Christ. I am a 

disciple of the lord Jesus Christ.” 

 

He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he 

cannot lose.  Jim Elliot, 1949  

 

According to statistics gathered in 2013, there are 100 million 

Christians currently facing persecution, and that about 100,000 

Christians die each year for their faith in Christ.  That comes 

down to about 274 people each day, or about 11 every hour, or 

approximately 3 every 15 minutes. 

 

Prayer:  Lord in your mercy, hear out prayer…  Amen 
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Monday, October 6 

Cathy Eison 

 

Psalm 25:4-5   Show me your ways, O Lord, teach me your paths; guide me in your truth and 

teach me, for you are God my Savior, and my hope is in you all day long. 

 

I thought I was busy back when I was Regional Finance Manager supporting a $450 Million 

Sales budget. But, I was still able to bake cookies that the kids needed for school and make it 

to their ball games. Then I was promoted to U.S. Support, but I still made it to ball games and 

baked a cake or two. 

 

When we moved to Hartwell, I had my own business. Life became a little more hectic , espe-

cially when the grandkids came. I got cookies from the refrigerated shelf in the grocery store 

to bake, and made it to the grandkids functions.   

 

Now, I am taking care of my mother-in-law with 

Alzheimer's. She has numerous medical issues, 

but it's the Alzheimer's that makes life interest-

ing. Each day brings a new adventure. You don't 

know what you will find in the mornings - she 

may have hidden her oxygen; she might have 

hidden her clothes; she could be lying on the 

floor from falling. Needless to say, I don't bake 

cookies anymore. I'm thankful if I get to go to a 

grandchild's activity every now and then. And I 

pray for strength to make it through each day.  

 

 

 

Then I realize, I'm not the one that wakes up and has no idea where 

she is. I'm not the one that has no idea who her granddaughter is. I'm 

not the one who has to be changed and cleaned up like a baby. I'm 

the one who's life is full of blessings that I take for granted every 

day.  

 

 

Prayer:  Dear Lord, forgive me for taking my many blessings for granted. We fill our days 

with activities we feel are important, but not necessarily what is important for You. Help us to 

listen to You each day Lord, and to follow Your Word. Amen 
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Wednesday, October 23 

Kristi Zemaitis 

 

 

Isaiah 49:15-16  Can a mother forget her nursing child? Can she feel no love for the child she 

has borne? But even if that were possible, I would not forget you! See, I have written your 

name on the palms of my hands. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When we went to Honduras, my role in our group was to work with the children in the village 

school. What a wonderful, joyful, overwhelming opportunity! Not knowing what to expect and 

not speaking Spanish, I was woefully unprepared! Nonetheless, I sang and played and shared 

Bible stories, and tried my best to show the children the love of God. That first afternoon, Al-

len was surprised that I knew each of the children by name. I guess as a teacher that is second-

nature to me. How can I teach them and love them effectively without knowing their names? 

Those names and sweet faces come to mind often, and I can't wait to see them again! 

It is humbling to think that God not only knows my name, but has it written on the palm of His 

hand! I think of my high school days (before cell phones) when I would write someone's name 

and phone number in the palm of my hand. I would see it over and over during the course of 

my day. That person was important to me! 

  

How loved are you that God has YOUR name written on the palm of His hand!!!  

  

Prayer:  God, thank you for knowing each one of us by name and loving us with an over-

whelming love! Help me to share that love with each person you put in my path. Help me to 

remember that each person I meet is important to you! In Jesus's sweet name I pray. Amen 
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Thursday, October 7 

Billy Walker 

 

Romans 8:28   We know that in everything, God works for good with those who love Him who are 

called according to his purpose. 
 

Philippians 4:13   I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. 

 
For the past couple of weeks, I have had a lot of idle time to reflect, if you will, on myself and my 

“journey” through life, Since the age of 18 I have considered myself a Christian, I accepted the Lord 

into my heart and I felt all was well; I was wrong. Asking Christ to come into your life and having 

Christ in your life are two completely different things, as I have come to realize. Asking Christ to come 

into your life; accepting Him and then carrying on as if you are in control; living your life as if no dif-

ference has been made, making all your own decisions, this is shallow and very unfulfilling. Sure you 

may think you are on the path that God wants you to be on, but you are not. 
 

I continued to be like this, making all the wrong decisions, even feeling an inward force telling me I 

was wrong but continuing on as if I had the final say. This is the gift, or curse, of free will. Shallow 

relationships, wrong career decisions, all decided by me, I was in control of my life. Yes, I knew Christ, 

but in the same sense, I did not know Christ. 
 

This all drastically changed a little over 16 years ago. Life brought me down into the pits of hell, kind 

of a drastic description but a worthy description. My life had hit rock bottom. All my life I had thought 

I knew Christ, but I was about to find Christ. 
 

I turned my life around on that fateful night, I literally asked Christ with my own breath to come into 

my life, show me the way, help me deal with the hurt that no other human should have to endure. He 

did. He led me on a path that, to this day, I would never have seen myself on. I became more active in 

the church; I became a pretty good Sunday School teacher. I have since moved on to become a pretty 

good lay speaker, all through Christ who strengthens me. He has brought into my life my soul mate, 

Cindy, whom I love and adore and a great career. All is good. Now do not get me wrong, life is not all 

jelly bean fields and candy land slices but when the evils of this world do rear their ugly heads, it is so 

much easier to deal with them with Christ than alone. 
 

Let go and let God. Let God, through his son Jesus Christ, take you to where you should be, not where 

you think you should be. 
 

My life has become so much more meaningful since I have given up my life and started living the life 

Christ has for me. To coin a statement that we have all heard, “ I am not where I want to be, but I thank 

God I am not where I used to be.” 

 

Prayer: Most precious Heavenly Father, through your Son Jesus Christ, I ask you to please come into 

my life, open my eyes to what I have kept them closed to, redirect my life to be more fulfilling and true 

to you, and reassure me Lord, that in the direction you take me, I will feel the loving arms of Jesus 

Christ around me daily. In the name of Jesus, Amen 
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Thursday, October 22 

Tedi Fraley 

 

1 Chronicles 16:11 (NIV) “Look to the Lord and his strength; seek His face always.”    
 

One day this summer of 2015 I was sitting at my desk working away with a mile high stack of 

paperwork to complete when I heard this “smack” on the 6’ sliding glass door behind me.  I 

turned around and didn’t see anything.  I proceeded to keep on working when it happened 

again.  I looked and there was this little bird that was continuously flying into the window.  It 

would hit, slide down the door and sit there almost as if it was shaking its head to bring it to its 

senses.  It would try again to get in through the glass door over and over again.  I watched it do 

this for 15-20 minutes and each time would try to get back to my work that was waiting for 

me, thinking that he would tire out and give up.  I finally didn’t know what to do.  This bird 

needed something since he just wasn’t giving up and I knew I had to try to figure out what it 

was. Maybe, he saw the humming bird feeder and thought I should have something for him.   I 

called my sister, Tia, who has many bird feeders and bird houses around her house and I knew 

she would know what to do.  She pondered a minute and then said it was the reflection of the 

door causing this bird, which was later to be known as a titmouse, to keep flying into the door.  

She said I should hang a paper plate covered with foil in front of the window and that should 

stop it from trying to fly through the door. 
 

I was so glad to know what to do since I knew this bird was going to eventually hurt itself try-

ing to get through this door.  I got the paper plate, covered it with foil, found some string and a 

paper clip and went out and hung this plate.  I went back in and started to work again and there 

it was, again.  The titmouse was still flying full speed ahead trying to fly through the glass 

door.  I tried to keep working wondering when he was going to stop and I then I kept hearing 

something that was the same sound but somewhere else in the house.  I got up and walked into 

the other room and it was now trying to fly through the bedroom window.  I called my sister 

once again and said “you are not going to believe this!”  I told her what was going on and then 

I asked her if she had any extra bird feeders or bird houses that maybe that is what he wanted!  

Sure enough, she did and she brought the birdfeeder and birdseed over that day with a bird 

house.  As soon as we put the birdfeeder up, we had the titmouse, finches, cardinals and others 

coming to feed.  We didn’t put the birdhouse up but we now have 3 birdfeeders. My husband, 

Gene is as intrigued as I am with watching the birds.  Tia got him a bird feeder for his birth-

day. 
 

Remembering what the scripture says, this little bird, a beautiful creature created by God, 

made us realize that we needed to slow down and spend more time praying, communicating 

and maintaining a relationship with God. Sometimes it is hard to do but we need to trust and 

believe in him and know that he will lead us in the right direction. 

 

Prayer:  God, give us your faithful Christ-centered time instead of our selfish time.  Amen 
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Wednesday, October 8 

Alisa Stewart 

An Apple A Day… 

 

Mark 11:25  If you have anything against anyone, forgive him.   

 

 

We’ve all heard the old saying, “An apple a day 

keeps the doctor away.”  I believe this refers to 

developing healthy eating habits. Studies have 

shown that eating healthy will contribute to lon-

gevity of life!   

 

Our spiritual and emotional well-being also re-

quires nourishment.  Positive thoughts, prayer 

and bible study keep our minds and hearts 

healthy.  Negative thoughts, anger and holding 

grudges can be large obstacles in mental and spir-

itual health. 

 

Let go of the past resentments.  Keep working on 

forgiveness and don’t let it cause you pain.  Once 

you can break free, you begin to heal the hurt and 

create a new beginning. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer:  Father, in this time of commitment and revival, let me forgive myself and others. 

Help me to break free and start new. Help me to commit to eating the  spiritual apple all day 

everyday. Amen 
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Wednesday, October 21 

Linda Mealor 

Choose JOY 

 

John 15: 11 (NLT)  I have told you these things so that you will be filled with my joy. Yes, 

your joy will overflow! 
 

At the beginning of 2015 I came across a quote that said “Life’s hard choose Joy”. This real-

ly spoke to me and I have added it to how I think every day. I have it written down so I can 

look at it every day and have shared it with my Department of Transportation co-workers, too.  
 

It amazes me how God works in our lives and how He puts things in our paths to lead us in 

the right direction. We don’t always see these things and we sometimes choose not to follow. 

God has put many joyful things in my path this year. 
 

In our Monday night Bible Study. God sent us the book “Fight Back With JOY” by Margaret 

Fienberg. This was a great study and was my affirmation that Joy was my focus and that it 

was a choice I make every day. This group of ladies are a joy to see and a joy to sit in a Bible 

study with. They are also a great prayer support when things are not going the way you 

thought they would. It is really nice to know that there are people who have your back in 

prayer and I would suggest if you don’t have those people in your life that you ask God to put 

people like that in your life. 
 

Margaret Fienberg’s book talked about Joy Bombs and our group adopted this saying.  

Throughout the year we have all found things that we consider our Joy bombs and we are all 

willing to share these Joy bombs with others. We share through group text, Facebook, phone 

calls and by telling other people the Joy Bomb God sent us. 
 

Even when God changes your direction there is JOY, well maybe not at first but as I said ear-

lier JOY is a choice. As we open our minds and hearts to Him, He is willing to fill it with His 

JOY. His will for us is much better than what we could imagine for ourselves. 
 

The word seems to be everywhere you turn. It is on jewelry that you can purchase and in the 

Bible verses in your daily life and in things people say. God wants us all to overflow with His 

JOY because when you do you share it with others. 
 

This choice of JOY makes my attitude better most days and with God’s reminder I find my 

JOY easier and quicker than I once did. I have found that a positive attitude works better for 

me than dwelling in the negative. I praise Jesus for this. 
 

 

 

 

Prayer: Dear Father, I thank you for your love and for your JOY. Please Lord, help me to 

seek you first and always and to always desire to be in your will. I want your JOY in me to 

overflow; Lord because when it does I share your love with others. Help me to be the person 

you want me to be. I love you with all my heart. Amen 
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Friday, October 9 

Tia Athens 

 

Psalm 69:16  Answer my prayers, O Lord, for your unfailing love is wonderful. 

 

In 1993, my daughter was a student at University of North Carolina in Chapel Hill.  For my 

birthday she created a stitchery that is spectacular.  (This is a child who used safety pins if a 

button came off!!)  The stitchery lists every ideal I would love to possess.   It says:  Promise 

yourself to be so strong that nothing can disturb your peace of mind (Keep the faith no matter 

what happens);  to talk health, happiness and prosperity to every person you meet (be support-

ive of everyone you encounter); to look at the sunny side of everything and make your opti-

mism come true (this one is challenging but the goal is worthy!); to forget the mistakes of the 

past and press on the greater achievements of the future (again, challenging but easier with 

supportive family and friends!);  to give every creature you meet a cheerful smile (this, too, is 

sometimes difficult.  I find it easier to smile at the bird creatures!)  and my favorite part:  to 

give so much time to  improvement of yourself that you have no time to criticize others  (if 

only!)  The final part of the promise is to be “too large for worry, too noble for anger, too 

strong for fear and too happy to permit the presence of trouble.”  (Again, if only!) 

 

If my faith is strong enough, I can be all of these things as seen in my daughter’s eyes.  She 

gave me a card with this gift that said I possessed these traits.  She had far more confidence in 

me than I deserve.  I will continue to strive to earn her respect…even though she is now 40 

something with children of her own and knows the truth about her mother! 

 

Our lives are certainly a work in progress and our ideals can only strengthen with the faith I 

find in Christ Jesus.  I am striving to keep the faith no matter what happens and be supportive 

of those I encounter.  I will pray for our church and church family that we all will come to-

gether to be supportive of our church in any way we can.   

 

Prayer:  Please, Lord, help me to be diligent in my efforts to support our church and our 

staff.  Their faithfulness is always a reminder of your presence and love in my life.  Amen 
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Tuesday, October 20 

Mike Everett 

 

Proverbs 27:17  As iron sharpens iron, so one person sharpens another. 

 

I entered basic training in the Navy and was immediately placed with 81 strangers, all shapes, 

all sizes, from all over the country.  One of our first tasks as a training unit was to be able to 

get into formation outside our barracks.  Our lines had to be exact, not only from front to back 

but from side to side.  Anyone looking down or across the rows of recruits could easily deter-

mine if someone was out of place.  Various penalties were incurred by the entire training unit 

if we failed to get into formation correctly.  In order to get into formation more quickly and 

accurately, we would let our fellow recruits know when they needed to move to the left, move 

to the right, move up or move back.  Once we mastered getting into formation, then we were 

required to march on the parade grounds, while maintaining the same precise alignment.  This 

took even more skill and patience in order to become proficient in marching.  We continued to 

help each of our fellow recruits by giving each guidance to succeed personally and collective-

ly as a training unit.  Fairly soon, we mastered the art of marching.  While it sounds like a 

simple task, it was really a complicated 

one.  We could not have been successful 

without everyone helping each other. 

 

As believers, we are called to come into 

fellowship not only with God but with 

each other.  For the fellowship to be suc-

cessful, we have to sharpen one another.  

In other words, we have to help each oth-

er, just like the recruits in my training 

unit helped each other.  We need to be 

sharpened by fellow believers and in turn, we need to sharpen those around us.  When the fel-

lowship is sharpened, there is no end to what can be done in the Kingdom of God. 

 

 

Prayer:  Father, may we be mindful of others by offering them encouragement through the 

journey of life.  Likewise, may we be receptive to those encouraging us in our journey.  Col-

lectively, may we bring light to a world of darkness, and we will give You all of the honor and 

glory.  Amen     
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Saturday, October 10 

Dr. R. Allen Stewart 

The Necessity of Grace 
 

Ephesians 2:8-9  8 You are saved by God’s grace because of your faith. This salvation is 

God’s gift. It’s not something you possessed. 9 It’s not something you did that you can be 

proud of.  
 

Charles Wesley penned these words in May of 1739 celebrating the one year anniversary of 

his conversion. 

O for a thousand tongues to sing my great Redeemer's praise, the glories of my God 

and King, the triumphs of his grace! 

My gracious Master and my God, assist me to proclaim, to spread thro' all the earth 

abroad the honors of your name. 

Jesus! the name that charms our fears, that bids our sorrows cease, 'tis music in the 

sinner's ears, 'tis life and health and peace. 

He breaks the power of cancelled sin, he sets the prisoner free; his blood can make the 

foulest clean; his blood availed for me. 

To God all glory, praise, and love be now and ever given by saints below and saints 

above, the Church in earth and heaven. 
 

This beautiful hymn has been sung by countless generations over the years.  It is a celebration 

of faith and the grace that affords that faith.  We have been given a gift without merit simply 

as a free gift of grace and love.  God saves us on God’s merit rather than our own.  
 

At the Sojourners meeting in September, Jack Graham led us in a lesson on blindness.  One 

half of the group wore blacked out glasses and had to be lead out the door, around the foun-

tain, and into the sanctuary.  After Jack read to us some facts about true blindness, the other 

half had to be blinded and lead back the same way.   
 

It was difficult to watch as some of our people, very seriously unlike Travis George, used the 

exercise to experience a small portion of the life of Pat Graham.  Jack told me that the transi-

tion from brick to grass is very challenging.  I watched our people struggle with the exercise, 

until they began to trust their guide.  The sightless were totally at the mercy of the sighted.  

Can we ever trust God with ourselves like that?  Can we ever let go of control of our recours-

es and our hearts? 
 

At the end of the program, Jack gave away a quilt that he had spent hours planning and creat-

ing.  It was beautiful!  He just gave it away to who had the winning ticket.  It was a true exam-

ple of God’s grace.  He who had invested so much said, “Here, it’s yours now.”  Isn’t God 

willing to do so much more!! 
 

Prayer:  Gracious God, please give us the wisdom and courage to let go of our pride and 

selfish ways and let you save us from all the mess around us.  Please, strike down our pride… 

Amen                                                       
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Monday, October 19 

Cheryl Haler 

 

Mark 9:24   What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I 

know who you are. You are the holy one from God. 

 
The summer of 2015 has been a difficult time for me, full of fear, first-times and faith.  When I learned 

I had a major health problem, I fell apart.  My house quickly filled with family and friends giving 

comfort and support, but I was devastated and I did all I knew to do-cry out to Abba Father with my 

tears, brokenness and fear. 
 

The next day, I awoke engulfed in an indescribable peace.  I must be crazy, I thought. Peace??? Peace 

given to me through the gift of grace from Jesus, my Father, through the Holy Spirit within me and 

within all who believe. 
 

I can’t say that I haven’t had down times.  I am, after all, human and fallible, but I quickly turn to Je-

hovah Rapha-the Lord our Healer- who sets me back on the path.  Sometimes at night I wake-up and 

write when I can’t sleep.  My devotional comes from my night ramblings. 

My life was plummeted into the deep. 

Waves of fear and confusion robbed me of sleep. 
 

Uncharted waters became my reality.     I prayed for away that I could be set free. 

I wanted control, but control was denied.     Instead I was drowning in a smothering tide. 

When I tried to stand, there was the inevitable fall.  

With no strength of my own, “ Abba,Father, I called!” 

He took my torn and shattered soul      Covered me with His grace and made me whole. 
 

For those who believe, Christ removes the darkness of what-if’s, the fear of the unknown that we often 

enhance when our focus is removed from Him and replaces it with light.  Light illuminates the truth 

and sets us free.     Christ is in the unknown. 
 

For those who believe, He dissipates the storm that stirs in our souls and replaces it with the calm, un-

rippled peace of hope, comfort and love.     Christ is in the storm. 

For those who believe, He is the source, the pathway, the anchor.  When our grip on Jesus slips, we 

learn that we were never holding onto Him-He was holding onto to us.  He gently pulls us back to our 

refuge.     Christ is our refuge. 
 

He takes away mourning and replaces it with a song.  He gives us laughter when the world expects 

tears.  He gives us a story of strength because in our weakness His strength is magnified—for those 

who believe. 
 

For those who believe, what once was paramount becomes superficial and all that’s left is the glory of 

God washing over us, taking away our brokenness and helping us see that on the other side of the 

storm  a rainbow  waits. 
 

Christ has our plan; Christ is our plan, our truth and our light---For those who believe.    
 

What do you believe? 
 

He took my torn and shattered soul….. 
 

Prayer:  Abba Father, I believe, help my unbelief … Amen    
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Sunday, October 11 

Dr. R. Allen Stewart 

The Necessity of Grace 

 

Ephesians 2:10    Instead, we are God’s accomplishment, created in Christ Jesus to do good 

things. God planned for these good things to be the way that we live our lives. 

 

At the Sojourners program in September, mentioned yesterday, 

Jack Graham reminded the sighted that the transition from pave-

ment to grass was very challenging.  This is such a true statement 

in life as well.  The pavement is smooth and easy to follow.  We 

might get crooked in our walk, but as we feel our way along, we 

can tell where the pavement is and where the grass begins.  As 

we at times are forced to walk upon the grass, our walk becomes 

much slower and inefficient.  It can be dangerous if we blindly 

trudge across grass without a faithful guide to hold onto.   

 

Wesley taught us that there are Means of Grace through which God’s grace is communicated 

and conveyed in our lives.  They are:  Prayer, Scripture reading, Partaking of the Lord’s Sup-

per, Public worship, Preach, Fasting, and Abstinence.  Also there are many others.  These 

practices should lead us to a much more graceful tomorrow than we were yesterday. 

 

In addition to these, he created three simple rules for those in-

volved in the Methodist Societies.  These were:  Do no harm, 

Do all the good you can, Avoid evil. 

 

Paul reminds the Ephesians in our scripture above that we are 

God’s accomplishment and we were created in Christ Jesus to 

do good things in our very lives.  Who have you served today?  

Who have you proven your Christian faith to by your actions 

today?  How will others see Christ in your life today?  Will 

your children and grandchildren know how to act, live, love, 

give, honor, and excel by the life that you have lived up to this 

point?  To honor you, will they be faithful stewards to God’s 

kingdom? 

 

Prayer:  Gracious God, please give us the courage to love you 

with our heart, soul, mind and strength.  You are God, help our 

unbelief…..  Amen 
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Sunday, October 18 

Dr. R. Allen Stewart 

Works of Mercy 

 

James 2:18  Someone might claim, “You have faith and I have action.” But how can I see 

your faith apart from your actions? Instead, I’ll show you my faith by putting it into practice 

in faithful action.  
 

Acts of Mercy are a Means of Grace!  When we sincerely serve others, without receiving any 

earthly reward or recognition, we offer a glimpse of our faith within.  
 

John Wesley lived out his faith in some of the most uncomfortable situations that one can im-

agine.  He served those in prison, miners, and persons long forgotten by the church.   
 

While we were in Honduras in July, Kristi Zemaitis learned all the names of the children that 

we were helping. She and Gabriel would call each child by name and then they continued to 

practice and learn names each and every day as more and more kids came to the school. By 

the end of the week, they knew the names of approximately 20 kids. Those children were 

greeted by name each and every day. They knew that they loved them, not because of what 

the children could do for them, but because Christ knows their name and wanted those two to 

know them as well. What a gift they were for the kids. The children’s 

smiles were thanks enough. Soon, they even learned some of the 

names of the brothers and sisters. How remarkable and marvelous. 

What a gift to those children. What an example of the love of Christ. 

Faith is great but without an expression of that faith, it might as well 

be dead. 
 

Detrick Bonhoeffer, the mid-nineteenth century theologian and martyr, 

wrote about “cheap grace.” Grace certainly isn’t cheap, but is free. 

Faith is free as well. I believe that there are many persons that do won-

derful and great things that lack faith. This may often be the case, but 

there are no persons that have faith, true faith, that shy away from 

works of mercy and service! 
 

Prayer:  Heavenly God, When the church of Jesus shuts its outer door, lest the roar of traffic 

drown the voice of prayer: may our prayers, Lord, make us ten times more aware that the 

world we banish is our Christian care. If our hearts are lifted where devotion soars high 

above this hungry suffering world of ours: lest our hymns should drug us to forget its needs, 

forge our Christian worship into Christian deeds. Lest the gifts we offer, money, talents, time, 

serve to salve our conscience, to our secret shame: Lord, reprove, inspire us by the way You 

give; teach us, dying Savior, how true Christians live.  Amen   

~When the Church of Jesus Shuts its Outer Door (Fred P. Green 1968) 
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Monday, October 12 

Marcie Garringer 

“Throwing Up for God???” 

 

1 Corinthians 9:24-25  “Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets 

the prize?  Run in such a way as to get the prize.  Everyone who competes in the games goes 

into strict training.  They do it to get a crown that will not last; but we do it to get a crown 

that will last forever.” 
 

I always thought the sport of Cross Country would be boring to watch – it’s hard to see and 

they just run.  But, Gabrielle and Samuel decided to run in middle school, so we became CC 

fans – go figure!  We quickly realized it isn’t boring and the finish line is pretty intense.   
 

The goal for the team is to score the least amount of points.  First place gets 1 point, second 

place is 2 points, and so on.  For your points to count, you have to be one of the top 5 finishers 

on your team.  The next two runners points are used in case of a tie-breaker.  Even though the 

runners after that don’t officially count in the score, they matter.  The faster they run, the more 

they motivate the runners in front of them.  And, the higher they place, they push the other 

school’s top five runners back.  Every runner matters and how hard they work matters – all 

80+ on the team! 
 

I was talking to Ana Gordy, who is one of the high school coaches, at a middle school meet.  

Some of the kids were crossing the finish line and collapsing and some were just jogging 

across and smiling – it’s pretty entertaining to watch.  With 80+ kids, there is a large span in 

ability and effort.  We were talking about how kids finish and how important it is for all of 

them to push hard and finish strong.  She said in a timed run recently, one of the kids crossed 

the finish line and was throwing up.  Several of the other kids were trying to get help.  She 

told the kids, “It’s ok – he’s good.  That just means he ran his hardest.” 
 

We laughed about her comment (she was very serious), but I thought about it later.  I think 

that applies to each of us and our relationship with God and this church.  Are we one of the 

“80+ runners” coming to church and doing our thing and leaving very comfortable and ready 

for Sunday lunch?  Or, are we giving God and this church everything we have?  Are we will-

ing to “collapse” at the end of the day knowing we gave our absolute best to God?   
 

God asks for our best and nothing less – our best service, prayers, gifts, and money.  He 

doesn’t ask for what’s left – he asks for the best first.  Sometimes this pushes us outside our 

comfort zone and that isn’t always easy.  God is never going to ask you to give or do some-

thing you can’t do.  He may ask you to be uncomfortable, but He promises to be right beside 

you the whole way.  So… Are you willing to “throw up” for God?”   
 

Prayer:  Dear God, thank you for the many blessings you give us.  Guide us in ways that al-

low us to use those blessings for Your glory.  As we strive to give You our best and become 

uncomfortable, remind us that You are right there with us – always.  Amen 
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Saturday, October 17 

Dr. R. Allen Stewart 

Works of Mercy 

 

 
 

James 2:14-17  14 My brothers and sisters, what good is it if 

people say they have faith but do nothing to show it? Claiming 

to have faith can’t save anyone, can it? 15 Imagine a brother or 

sister who is naked and never has enough food to eat. 16 What 

if one of you said, “Go in peace! Stay warm! Have a nice 

meal!”? What good is it if you don’t actually give them what 

their body needs? 17 In the same way, faith is dead when it 

doesn’t result in faithful activity. 

 
 

One of the great dilemmas of modern Christian faith is - can we serve others and at the same 

time, serve self?  In Luke 10, Jesus says we must love God with heart, soul, strength, and 

mind, and  love neighbor as oneself.  In the words, we are commanded to love others and self, 

but can we serve others and self.  The problem that we moderns have is that the self superim-

poses its wants and desires so strongly upon the person, that it necessitates a deep commit-

ment that will overshadow the care for and love of the “others.”  Immediately following this 

verse in Luke, the question is asked, “Who is my neighbor?”  The Good Samaritan story is 

then told by Jesus to expand the idea of neighbor. 

 

Faith is an inward look and works point towards the outside.  Faith requires us to look within 

ourselves and ask ourselves what our belief system is, then, out of that faith we respond to the 

needs of those around us with love and compassion.  A great preacher that I know just 

preached a sermon series titled, “We are what we believe!”  The preacher used the Apostle’s 

Creed to look intently within the Christian’s psyche and then respond to self and world out of 

a fundamental Christian belief.  We cannot love the neighbor if we don’t love the self, nor can 

we honestly love the self unless we love the neighbor.  Our faith is our response to God and 

our work is our response to God’s call upon our heart and life. 

 

We MUST contribute to the world around us, or we say to Christ, “I want nothing to do with 

you!” 

 

Prayer:  Gracious God, please enable us to look beyond our weakness and offer our strength 

to others.  Help us to realize that we are not the center of the universe, but that the neighbor 

should and must be the center of our concern.  Amen 
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Wednesday, October 13 

Joby Scroggs                    

Give God the Glory 

 
Titus 2:8  Show yourself in all respects to be a model of good works, and in your teaching show integ-

rity, dignity and sound speech that cannot be condemned, so that an opponent may be put to shame, 

having nothing evil to sat about us. 
 

As a teacher and coach for 31 years, it was important that God be part of my life, not only my home 

life but my work life as well. As a young teacher and coach, I did not always include God in my work. 

But as life would have it, God placed situations in my life where I could either turn to him or turn 

away from him. I thankfully turned toward him for everything. In 1997 I choose to leave the coaching 

field for a family business position (5 years). During that time Sarah and I attended a Christian retreat, 

Cursillo Pilgrimage. Cursillo is a weekend retreat dedicated specifically for time spent with God. It 

was one of the most meaningful God moments I have ever had. I came away with a different attitude 

on life.  I knew that God would be in the forefront of everything I did from now on. That is not to say I 

have not made mistakes along the way, but I know God is watching over me and my family and I am 

grateful. 
 

In 2002, I got back into teaching and coaching, and in 2003 I was offered the head football coaching 

position at Hart County High School. This was also a God decision as we had just built a house and I 

had been offered another coaching position at a school close enough to our home to commute; as you 

know coaches have been known to move around at times. Long story short, a lot of prayer went into 

the decision as God lead us back to Hartwell.  
 

As I began teaching and coaching in Hartwell, I had a new prospect on life as a coach. Yes, I wanted 

to win every game, but I also wanted to be an influence for God on the young people I was surrounded 

by. I wanted them to know how important knowing God is and what he expects from us in our every-

day life. I knew that I would be observed everyday by players and students just waiting for me to falter 

so they could prove God wrong. I did fail at times but God was always there to put me back on the 

right track. 
 

In 2004 I came up with a decal to go on the front of the helmets. It was a simple GGG. I was not sure 

how it would go over but before long it became a well-known symbol for Hart County Football. And it 

began to carry over to other sport teams.  I never required players to have the decal, in fact they had to 

come ask to have one and then tell me what GGG meant before placing them on their helmets. GGG 

showed up everywhere from power cookie boxes to run through signs. I know God appreciates the 

effort of GGG. Many people would ask, “What does GGG mean?” That was our opportunity to re-

spond, “Give God the Glory” for allowing us be part of his world. 
 

I pray that God touched the lives of the people around GGG. I still finish emails, letters, and texts with 

GGG. Hopefully it will still influence others to give God the glory for everything they do in their lives 

and everything God does for them. GGG 
 

Prayer:  Dear Lord, in everything we say and do and for all the good and difficult times in our lives, let 

us never forget to give God the Glory.  Amen 
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Tuesday, October 14 

Sylvia Bailey 

 

Hebrews 12:1   ... let us run with endurance the race that is set before us. 
 

Philippians 4:13   I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. 

 

A few weeks ago, my family made a great pilgrimage of sorts to pay our 

respects to the great icon Mickey Mouse, a character associated with hap-

py, even magical, thoughts. Yes, we went to Disneyland… in California! 

At our house we don’t take vacations, we take runcations! Four of us had 

signed up to run the three 10th Anniversary Disneyland races – 5k, 10k, 

and half marathon over three days; easy for some, but a challenge for me. 

On the first race day, I did all right. What’s 3.1 miles, right?  

 

The second day was 6.2 miles. Already tired from running the day before, plus an additional 7

-8 miles of walking in the parks, I began to struggle somewhere between mile markers 4-5. 

Just as I got to the boardwalk in front of California Screamin’, I came up behind a man wear-

ing a beautiful, awesome, inspiring tee shirt. On the back was the quote, “I can do all things 

through Christ who strengthens me.” Wow! Just what I needed! I followed the man for about 

a mile, until he finally smelled the finish line and sprinted away. Soon after, I crossed the fin-

ish line. 

 

Day three rolled around, half-marathon day! We were up at 3:45 a.m. to get ready and to get 

to the starting line. I was tired, nervous, and not altogether confident that I would do well in 

this race. When I got to my corral, I moved over to the side and sat down on the curb and 

bowed my head to pray. When I opened my eyes and stood up, I was right behind a woman, 

and guess what was on the back of her shirt: “I can do all things through Christ who strength-

ens me”! I had no more doubt that I would finish strong. I only followed her for the first half 

mile of the race, then lost her in the crowd of runners, but her tee-shirt testimony, like the 

man’s the day before, was just what I needed. 

 

God often sends signs, people, and sometimes their tee shirts to encourage us! Whatever we 

are facing, whatever we are celebrating, whatever goals we are attempting, God is with us. 

We can always count on Him. Let’s revive our enthusiasm and rekindle our passion for what 

He has done, is doing, and will do in our lives, and then let’s take his love and his promises to 

the streets to encourage others. Like me, they may be struggling! 

 

Prayer:  Father, encourage us to run faithfully the race that you have set before us.  Help us 

to finish strong and honor you in our running.  Amen 
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Friday, October 16 

Traci Mason 

Communion 

 

Matthew26:26-28   Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it 

and gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” And he took a cup, and 

when he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you, for this is my 

blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.  

 

We had communion at church one Sunday, as we do the first Sunday of every month. On this 

day, Allen placed a fountain near the alter so that we could touch the water & remember our 

baptism. I thought about how special it was that I was baptized the same night as my brothers 

and my best friend.  Then I thought how blessed I am that all these years later, I’m still able to 

share my life’s triumphs (and tragedies) with them. But I’m even more blessed that I can 

share my triumphs and tragedies in the loving grace of a forgiving Lord….a blessing that is 

available to ANYONE who seeks it. I love the fact that the United Methodist Church has an 

open alter for communion (& at all other times) meaning ALL are welcome. We are ALL sin-

ners, & we ALL are worthy of the love & mercy of Christ. Through the blood of Christ, we 

can ALL be forgiven.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer:   Dear Gracious Lord, thank you for shedding your blood so that we may all have 

eternal life. I pray that those who have not yet accepted you, will come to know you as their 

personal savior. I pray that we all recognize that everyone is worthy of your love and mercy, 

and welcome all who enter our church doors.  Amen 
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Thursday, October 15 

Sara Powell 

 

Luke 18:22 ™  "No one who has sacrificed home, spouse, brothers and sisters, parents, chil-

dren—whatever—will lose out. It will all come back multiplied many times over in your life-

time. And then the bonus of eternal life!"  

 

The view from the condo is wonderful - out across the dunes to the majestic ocean. I can sit in 

the easy chair with my feet on the ottoman and absorb that view for hours in air-conditioned 

or heated comfort. If it is pleasant out, I can do the same thing from the balcony. But as beau-

tiful as that view is, as satisfying as the viewing is, unless I go down to the ocean, my experi-

ence of that awesome ocean is limited. Until I get the sand beneath my feet and feel the salty 

air, until I hear the roar of the waves and the call of the gulls, or, depending on the weather; 

until I actually get wet, I am a step removed from what being at the ocean is all about. 

 

Many of us spend a large part of our Christian experience watching, as through a plate glass 

window. We see others walking the path of obedience; we listen to inspiring messages; we 

read about and pray for others who are serving the Lord, but we ourselves stay removed from 

the actual experience of following our Lord in pouring out our lives for Him. Leaving the air-

conditioned or heated condo of our spiritual comfort zone may involve a cost, but the rewards 

of service and obedience are incomparable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer:  Gracious and loving God, draw me out of my comfort zone to walk with you where 

you would have me to go. Amen                          
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Stewardship /Commitment Card 
 

Sunday, November  1st  has been desig-

nated as Commitment Sunday. 
 

Please prayerfully consider how God 

wants you to respond and return your 

Estimate of Giving Card on or before 

November 1st.  This card not only is for 

an estimate of giving, but also is for 

your commitment to pray for our church 

family & community; to be faithful with 

your attendance & service to others; and 

to live your life so that others see Christ 

in you.  
 

On Sunday, November 1st, you will have 

an opportunity, at all three services, to 

bring your card forward to the altar as 

your gift of commitment to God and His 

church. You may want to spend some 

time at the altar in praise and thanksgiv-

ing to God for all He has done for you 

and our church. 
 

If you know you will be unable to attend 

on Commitment Sunday, you may mail 

your card into the church office or place 

it in the offering plate any preceding 

Sunday. 
 

  
 

Hartwell First United  

Methodist Church 
 

200 East Howell Street 

Hartwell, GA 30643  
 

Dr. R. Allen Stewart, Senior Pastor 

www.hartwellfumc.com    706-376-3164 
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