
Hartwell First United 
Methodist Church 

200 East Howell Street 
Hartwell, GA  30643 

706-376-3164 
www.hartwellfumc.com 
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December 2009 

A STEPHEN MINISTRY CHURCH 
A Ministry of Christ caring for people through people. 
“Carry each other’s burdens, and in this way you will  

fulfill the law of Christ.”  Galatians 6:2 

DECEMBER VOLUNTEERS 
SUNDAY GREETERS:  Doug Poole, David Turner, Richard Frady 
REGISTRATION STEWARD EACH SUNDAY:  Clint McCollum 
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www.hartwellfumc.com 
Get all the latest news, sign up for FNS  

and send in prayer request! 

OUR VOLUNTEERS FOR 12/06/09 
USHERS:  John Milner, Ben Moore, Clive Smith, David Turner 
CHILDREN’S CHURCH:  Doug & Margaret Blomberg  
NURSERY: JoAnn Moore, Harriett Hodgkin 
ACOLYTES: Zachary Tellano, Rachel Tellano 
 

OUR VOLUNTEERS FOR 12/13/09 
USHERS:  Bill Beasley, Wayne Lewis, Randy Skelton, Ed Weaver 
CHILDREN’S CHURCH:  Louise Smith 
NURSERY: April Beasley, Tamara Friedline 
ACOLYTES: Sarah Ann Skelton, Morgan Beasley 
 

OUR VOLUNTEERS FOR 12/20/09 
USHERS:  Randy Daniel, Dale Thrift, Robby Thrift, Terry Walker  
CHILDREN’S CHURCH:  Carol Mamay 
NURSERY: Lillian Wysong, Cindy Owens 
ACOLYTES: Will Page, William Smith 
 

OUR VOLUNTEERS FOR 12/27/09 
USHERS:   Bill Beasley, Tom Coley, Mac Glenn, David Turner 
CHILDREN’S CHURCH:  Ruth & Randy Daniel 
NURSERY:  Joan Hughes, Louise Smith 
ACOLYTES: Lindsay Robinson, Katie Hampe 
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Where have the years gone?  It seems just yesterday that 
I was dressed up in my white robe and velvet tie for a 

Christmas program at Warrenton FUMC.  These pictures were taken in 1969.  The pic-
ture on the left is pre-Christmas and the other picture was taken post-Christmas, while I 
was sitting with my dog and best friend “Penny.”   For your information and in the 
annuls of Davis/Stewart Family History, the post Christmas picture was taken after the 
tree was scaled by our cat “Tom” and after it (the tree and cat) fell over on Aunt Kath-
ryn.  We heard her yelling something about “Cat!” and “Tree!” then silence and then 
screams as if she was being murdered.  We ran into the living room and when we ar-
rived, all we saw were legs and arms flailing on the floor, almost covered by a cedar 
tree.  The cat was watching from the sofa.  At the time, and for several years thereafter, 
no one laughed, but boy we laughed when Aunt Kathryn would leave the room!  Its 
hard to tell in the picture, but all the tinsel is gone.  Go figure? 
 

Christmas now is so much different than it was.  It used to be about me, all about me.  I 
was an only child and Santa came for me and me alone.  No sharing!  No splitting!  
Just me!  Well, now things are different.  Now Christmas is about others.  It’s about 
Tracey and me, and Lauren, Taylar, and Ashton.  It’s about service.  It’s about love and 
faith.  It’s about Jesus!  With all of these more important priorities, there’s little room 
for the “me.”  Christmas should never be about the “self.”  It should always be about 
the “other.”  It has taken me a while to learn this, but it was a good lesson.  Back then, 
it was about me because I was the center of my universe.  At age four, all the worries 
and concerns were taken care of by my parents and those around me.  Life was carefree 
and easy.   
 

Now, we are responsible for ourselves.  When we tithe, we have to write the check.  In 
1969, I just took what money Daddy gave me.  Now, we have to pay the bills, write the 
college checks, have the oil changed, well, you get the picture.  It’s complicated.  
Christmas in no different!  It’s complicated in that we have to make the time to wor-
ship, recognize other’s needs, and to be Christ’s hands and feet in the business of the 
season.  It just doesn’t happen, we have to prioritize what we do and how we do it.   
 

Remember, Christmas can be the most wonderful time of the year, and for some, it is 
the saddest and scariest.  Let’s put Christ first and then let the rest take care of itself.  
Christ is always faithful!  From our family to yours, Merry Christmas!  May God bless 
you throughout the Christmas season and beyond.  May God’s spirit of peace and joy 
prevail and may our church continue to grow and flourish as Christ sees fit. 

Faithfully, 

 

Yesterday,  
All my troubles seemed so far away,  

Now it looks as though they're here to stay,  
Oh, I believe in yesterday.  

 

UMW Chrismons for Missions 
 

 

A new Chrismon tree is being placed in the gathering area of 
our new building this Christmas season. The UMW are making 
Chrismons for this tree and all proceeds will go to mis-
sions. Please help us by purchasing a Chrismon in honor or 
memory of someone.  Next year you will have the opportunity 
to place the ornament on the tree with a gift to missions.  This 
will be an ongoing way to support missions. Ornaments can be 
purchased from any UMW member or the church office. 
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May Lily McCurry Christmas Dinner 

Tuesday, December 1st 6:30 pm 
Fellowship Hall 

 

Sojourners Christmas Dinner 
Wednesday, December 2nd 11:30  

Fellowship Hall 
 

Sunshine Club Christmas Lunch 
Thursday, December 19th 12 Noon 

Fellowship Hall 
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Missions Instead of Poinsettias 
This Advent/Christmas Season, instead of Poinset-
tias honor and remember our loved ones by invest-
ing in life and service through sacrifice.  Please 
consider making a donation that will help our youth 
and young adults.  Make a tax deductible donation 

of $5.00 (or more) for each person you wish to honor or remember.  On De-
cember 13th, a special bulletin insert will include these names.  The dead-
line will be Sunday, December 6th.  Forms are available on the tables in the 
back of the worship areas or in the church.     
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Memorial Gifts as of  November 20, 2009 
 

Windows of Opportunity 
In memory of Doris Hagan given by: Billy & Lisa Ingram; Roy & Nan Hill; Nor-

man & Shirley Hasty; Sharon Kerr   
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FNS Programs for December 
 

December 2nd   
Part 2 of the Advent Series 

Lead by Dr. R. Allen Stewart, a 4 
part series on the book, The Best 
Songs Come At Night by J. Ellsworth 
Kalas. 
 

December 9th 
Children’s  Musical 

 

December 16th 
Part 3 of the Advent Series 

Lead by Dr. R. Allen Stewart, a 4 
part series on the book, The Best 
Songs Come At Night by J. Ellsworth 
Kalas. 

Our Prayer Ministry 
 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,  
and the Word was God.  John 1:1 

 

Extended Prayer Needs: Terry Johnson, Mary Carpenter, Jody DiMarco, 
Dick Heimerich 

Other Prayer Needs: Jane Hamby—Mother of Kathy Carter;  Bobby 
Grizzard—Brother of Carolyn Martin; Michael Gale (Iraq)—Son of 
Charlie Gale; Kevin Lauriault—Uncle of Zachary Tellano; Olivia All-
good—Daughter of Harriett Hodgkin; Samantha Willis—Daughter of 
Laura Carter Willis; Billy Nunnally—Brother of Ronnie Nunnally; Eve-
lyn Gresham—Mother of Sandra Story; Burchell Martin—Father of 
David Martin; Mike & Sharon Teasley; Laura Hill—Sister of Joe Sor-
rells; Wayne Hudson—Friend of Kay Peppers; Shirley Vickery—
Relative of Phyllis Burns; Riley & Becky Lane—Friends of Eddie & 
Donna Cheek;  David Barruth—Brother of Tracy Evans 

Brown Convalescent Ctr—Helen Thornton 
Hart Care - Henrietta Roper, Elinor Bond, Sara Nell Bannister  
Hartwell Health Care Ctr —Gladys Woody, Bill Marsh 
Lake Point - Willie Burns, Joe Seawright, Randolph Daniel, Hazel New
 berry, Alma Brown, Elizabeth Vickery 
Gables - Helen Leonard   
Brighton Gardens - Kathryn Frye  
Homebound- Randy Scott, Charlotte Teasley, Jim Condict, Eva Stamey, 

Mary Hyland, Maryleene Basinger, Mary Cunningham  
Church Family in Military -  James Hicks (Iraq); Ben Dewitt—Son of 

Lynne Adams; Kyle Bucksot; Keith David—Son of Dale & Cindie 
David; Chris David—Son of Dale & Cindie David; Jimmy Condict—
Grandson of Jean & Jim Condict; Karl Lindquist—Son of Bob & Norma 
Lindquist; Trav George—Grandson of Travis George; Josh Black—
Brother of Joel Black; Caitlin Whittington—Granddaughter of Dottie & 
Earl Sisson; Tom Eberhardt (Iraq)—Grandson of Mary Chapman 
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Sunday,  

December 6th 
7:30pm 

Sanctuary 
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A  CELTIC  CHRISTMAS                                                                  
with  

Carroll Brown and  Harry O’Donoghue 
Singer/songwriters Harry O’Donoghue and Carroll Brown are proud to present an A 
Celtic Christmas, a show filled with Spiritual, Celtic, Southern and traditional Seasonal 
songs, complimented by stories and recitations. 

Carroll Brown is a gifted acoustic guitarist and singer/songwriter from South 
Carolina. With over thirty years in the music business he possesses a wealth of musical 
knowledge and a vast repertoire of songs and stories.  

Harry O’Donoghue comes from the East coast of Ireland. Performing profes-
sionally for nearly thirty years, he is a talented musician and has become a master story-
teller and folksinger. He co-produces and hosts the popular Green Island Radio Show for 
Georgia Public Broadcasting and leads annual group tours to Ireland. 

Together they bring to the stage a gently paced acoustic show, drawing on their 
roots to offer an eclectic Holiday program of traditional, Celtic, original, spiritual, folksy 
and spoken word pieces.  

The onstage atmosphere is casual and conversational as the gentlemen banter 
easily between themselves and the audience. 
 

Join Brown and O’Donoghue for a delightful evening of acoustic  
music, song and story on Wednesday, December 16th   

7:00pm in the Sanctuary. (After the 3rd Part of the Advent Study.) 

DON’T MISS THE CHILDREN’S  
CHRISTMAS MUSICAL 

 

“The Best Christmas Present Ever!” 
Written by: Celeste Clydesdale • David T. Clydesdale 

 

Wednesday, December 9th - 6:00pm  
following Family Night Supper at 6:30pm                                                   

RSVP to your invitation to the greatest birthday bash ever! 
This energetic children’s Christmas celebration is overflowing 
with colorful characters, plenty of humor, a clever story, and a 

clear evangelistic message: what will you do when Jesus knocks on the door of 
your heart? Join skeptical news anchor Rod Stark as he covers a small story 
with a big message.  

 

Don’t miss this precious evening of fun, food and fellowship! 
The show starts at 6:00pm on December 9th in the Fellowship Hall. 
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2009 Receipts…………..$203,374            
 

Loan Amount to Date   $1,476,580  
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FNS for December 
 

Wednesday Night Suppers begin at 
5:30pm in the Fellowship Hall. Our 
cooks do a wonderful job and this is an 
excellent opportunity to get a good 
meal without having to cook or clean 
up...plus great fellowship with others. 
Reservations can be made on the or-
ange cards in the pews or on the back 
table in Contemporary, by calling the 
Church office by Monday preceding 
the Wednesday night supper or signing 
up through our church web site. 
Adults-$5.00; Youth-$3.00; Children-
$2.00 
 

December 2nd    Meat Loaf 
 

December 9th    Baked Ham 
 

December 16th   Fried Chicken 
 

December 23rd   No FNS 

Jason & Caroline Acosta          Leola Adams          Kevin & Beth Allen  
Bob & Tia Athens          Britt & Kelly Bailey          Kathy Blackmon  
Joseph & Jill Brown Jr          Doug & Luanne Burgess          Jerry & Judy Cannady  
Jimmy & Beth Carter          Bill & Kaye Chafin          Lee Chafin  
Buck & Rita Chapman          Jane Clausen          Sybil Clem  
Ralph & Emily Davis          Craig & Mary Dyer          Don & April Evans  
Tim & Geneva Floyd          John & Tamara Friedline          JoDon & Marcie Garringer 
Joseph & Doris Gibson          Jack & Ana Gordy          Carl & Cyrise Griffin  
Steve & Fran Heard          Sam & Joyce Hilliard          Bill & Marijean Holland   
Joan Hughes         Alan & Alison Johnson          Fred Kemp  
Jim & Sue Kesler         Mike & Hughie MacNabb         John & Carol Milner  
Ronnie & Virginia Nunnally     Charles & Cindy Pace          Bab & Mimi Payne  
Robert & Doris Pease         Joe & Clifford Ridgway          Clive & Louise Smith  
Harry & Helen Stanifer         Gerry & Karen Sweeney          Dale & Lynn Timler  
Larry & Elizabeth Warnock      Jerry & Carolyn Wise          Ed & Lillian Wysong  
Kenneth & Janice Zabella  

CARE GROUP #6 DECEMBER                  
CHAIR: Carolyn & Jerry Wise 

ASSISTANT CHAIRS:  Beth Carter, Rita & Buck Chapman 

From the Church Office: 
Christmas holidays are fast a p -
proaching and the church o f -
fice will be following a 
modified schedule.  If you 
have reimbursements due o r 
pledges which need to be s e t -

tled, please do so before the end of the year.  In order for your church con-
tributions to be counted in 2009 for tax purposes, they must be turned 
in by 12 Noon on Wednesday, December 30, 2009.  If you normally mail 
your donations, please be sure to mail them in time to reach the office by 
that date!   

Holiday Office Hours 
The church office will close December 23rd at noon and will be closed December 
24 and 25th in observance of Christmas.  The office hours for December 28th–30th 
will be from 9:00—12 noon.  Then the office will be closed December 31st and 
January 1st in observance of New Year’s Day. 

Pastoral Care during the Holidays 
If you have any need for pastoral care when the office is not open, please leave a 
message on the church answering machine and someone will contact you as soon as 
possible.  If it is urgent, you may call the church parsonage at (706)376-0846. 

January Newsletter 

Sunday,  
December 6th 

7:30pm 
Sanctuary 



               DON’T FORGET 
   CAMPBELL SOUP LABELS 
         BAR CODES (UPC’S)!   
Campbell Soup Label-Bar Codes (UPC’s) are needed anytime 

you can bring them to Church.  They can be turned in at the back of the 
Sanctuary or in the church office.  These important labels are sued to help 
the Murphy—Harpst Children’s Center purchase new computers.  

       Everyday, find a way to read the        Everyday, find a way to read the   
                     Bible and Pray!                     Bible and Pray!  

                                     
 
 

                              
    Meets On Thursdays    

   at 6:30 pm in the Gym.                                  
  Come and bring a friend!                          
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For more info, contact Marcie Garringer, 
Children’s Director @ 376-3164 (office), 377-3627 (home) or mjgarringer@comcast.net 

 
 
 
Collection Day for the Food Pantry is the first Sunday of each 
month. Boxes are placed in the back of the Sanctuary and in the 
Carter Gathering Area. Let’s fill these boxes up! The next Sunday 
to contribute will be Sunday, December 6th!  

YAM  
 
 
 

 

Volunteer Opportunity for the Clothes Closet 
  

Please call Tia Athens or come by the church of-
fice and sign up to volunteer at the Clothes 
Closet.  This is a wonderful service ministry! 

Call Tia at (706)376-5020 or (706)371-5482  
or email tiaathens@yahoo.com         We Need Your Help! 

 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR SERVICE 

NEW series 

www.standministries.org 
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How often do you unwrap a gift 
and its just another pair of socks, 
another shirt, or something you 

didn’t want. Sometimes Christmas 
can feel like just another holiday. 

This series is going to unwrap 
Christmas so we don’t miss the 
greatest gift of all time. JESUS! 
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Last month, we put in a special “Give Thanks” enve-
lope to encourage each of us to give an “over and 
above” offering to help catch up on our general 
fund. Many responded! Please consider making an 
“over and above” offering to the Christ Child. This 
offering will go to the General Fund of our Church 
so we may meet our budget for this year. You may 

put these in the offering plate on any Sunday in December or mail 
them to the Church. 

Breakfast with Santa Fundraiser 
Dec 6th 9:00-10:30 
We will need help making pancakes 
and sausage. This year we are request-
ing breakfast casseroles. Please sign up 
to volunteer of bring a casserole. This 
money goes to our youth fund and al-
lows us to impact students lives.  

Dirty Santa Party 
Dec 16th 6:00-8:00 

Bring a gift or something unique from home. More 
creative the better. No more than $5 if you buy some-
thing.  
Food: Soup, Sandwiches, & desert. Please sign up to 
bring something.  

Christmas Caroling  
Dec 20th 5-8 Bring money for dinner. 

Join us to go and sing to our home bound members.  
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Christmas 
Caroling 

 

December 21st 
10:00 a.m. 

 
 
 
 

We will visit shut ins 
& nursing homes to 
share some music. 
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January Lay Speaker Course 
It’s time to sign up for the Lay speaker course being offered at 
Hartwell First. The course will begin on January 30, 2010 and 
conclude on February 6, 2010. There will be four classes offered 
including a course for Youth. Registration forms are in the church 
office or can be down loaded from the HFUMC website. 

YAMS Unites With Habitat on Project 
HFUMC is excited to announce that Habitat for Humanity was awarded  a 
grant as a result of the Young Adult Ministry being involved with the Bike 
and Build  group last summer. The Hartwell First Young Adult Day will be 
announced soon and on the Habitat project all the materials for that day will 
be supplied by a special grant that was secured. Any young adult interested 
in helping , please contact Troy Ayers or Dale David at 376-3164.  
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Weekly Sunday Schedule: 
9:00am Service - Sanctuary 
10:00am Sunday School 
10:45am Contemporary - FH 
11:00am Traditional - Sanctuary 
 

Lib.—Library 
JH—John Holland Room 
FH—Fellowship Hall 
AR—Assembly Room 
GB—Green Bean 

Charlie Moore  December 1 
Tim Lasseter  December 2 
Ed Weaver  December 2 
Ruth Daniel  December 3 
Ronny Weaver  December 3 
Flo Brown  December 4 
Bill Chafin  December 4 
Chase Dalton  December 4 
Barbara Peterson  December 4 
Derek Glasco  December 5 
Evan Glasco  December 5 
Doug Poole  December 5 
Lynn Betz  December 6 
Joe Wrobleski  December 7 
Andi Skelton  December 8 
Donna Herron  December 9 
Bobby Lewis  December 9 
Fred Spencer  December 9 
Adrianne Williams December 10 
Gail Beardsley  December 11 
Ansley Burgess  December 11 
Emily DeWitt  December 11 
David Foland  December 11 
Kathryn Carter  December 12 
Peg Beilstein  December 13 
Paul David Foster December 13 
Laurie Davis  December 14 
Amanda Ayers  December 15 
Jody DiMarco  December 16 
Olivia Stoots  December 17 
Lake Vickery  December 18 
Jim Martin  December 19 
Bill Telgen  December 19 
Hannah Willis  December 19 
Betty Barker  December 20 
Drew Kirkland  December 20 
Lei Robison  December 20 
Jasmine Setchel  December 20 
Parke Skelton  December 20 
John Williamson Jr December 20 
Harvey DeVoe  December 21 
Sam Hilliard  December 21 
Lindsay Robinson December 21 
Morgan Beasley  December 22 
Melanie Kearns  December 22 
Robert Renfroe  December 23 
Josiane DuVernois December 25 
Bob Athens  December 26 
Cleve Brown  December 26 
Derek Callaway  December 26 
Jim Huggins  December 26 
Allen Lesseur  December 26 
Ed Wysong  December 27 
Mary Carpenter  December 28 
Rachel Rice  December 28 
Annie Baertschy  December 29 
Carol Smith  December 29 
Cameron Mize  December 30 
Pamela Renfroe  December 31 

Bill & Jana McGee December 6 Robert & Mimi Payne        December 9         Jack & Ana Gordy  December 12 
Stephen & Kathy Carter December 14 Randy & Dell Skelton December 14 Billy & Jean Kidd December 15 
Jim & Sue Kesler  December 18 Donald & Tami Teasley December 18 Mark & Mary Stephens December 20 
Charles & Cindy Pace December 21 Bob & Tia Athens December 22 Jerry  & Judy Cannady December 23 
Jerry & Karen Sweeney December 23 Ed & Barbara Weaver December 25 Harriett & Mike Hodgkin December 28 
Bill & Joanne Telgen December 28 Ed & Carol Smith December 29 Jerry & Carole Newton December 30 
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1 
10am/6pm Ladies BS - Lib 
5:30pm  Evangelism  
              Committee Meeting- 
              Annex Workroom 
6:30pm  May Lily McCurry 
              Christmas Dinner- 
              Fellowship Hall 

2 9:30 am Pre-school Chapel 
 10:00 am Staff Meeting - Lib. 
 11:30 pm Sojourners - FH 
  1:00 pm Prayer Group - Lib. 
  5:30 pm Family Night Supper 
  5:45pm  Children’s Party@  
                Jumpy Jumps   
  6:00 pm 2nd Advent Study       
  7:00 pm Choir Practice  

3 
7:00 am  Men’s Prayer - GB 
8:00 am  Men’s Prayer - GB              
9:00 am  Disciple - Lib. 
6:30 pm  YAM - Gym 

4 5 

6 
9-10:30am Breakfast with 
                  Santa /Youth               
                  Fund Raiser-  FH 
7:30pm   
Choir & Orchestra 
Present the Christmas 
Cantata - Sanctuary 

7              
5-7 pm  Ladies BS - Lib. 
1:30pm Page Group - FH 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 
10am/6pm Ladies BS - Lib. 
 
5:30pm   
Assembly 
Room  
 
 

9 
  9:30 am Pre-school Chapel 
10:00 am Staff Meeting - Lib. 
  1:00 pm Prayer Group - Lib. 
  5:30 pm Family Night Supper 
  6:00 pm Children’s 
         Christmas Musical - FH 
  7:00 pm Choir Practice  

10 
7:00 am  Men’s Prayer - GB 
8:00 am  Men’s Prayer - GB              
12Noon  Sunshine Club - FH 
6:30 pm  YAM - Gym 

11 
 

12 
 

13 
8:00 am Stephen Ministry 
       Supervision - SM Room  
6:00pm Charlie Green SS 
             Christmas Dinner 
             Fellowship Hall 
 
 
 

14 
 5-7 pm Ladies BS - Lib. 
5:30pm Administrative  
             Council Meeting- 
             Charlie Green Room 
6:30pm UMW Christmas  
             Dinner - FH 
 

15 
10am/6pm Ladies BS - Lib. 
12:30-1:30pm Staff Christmas 
           Lunch - Office Closed 
 

16 
  9:30 am Pre-school Chapel 
10:00 am Staff Meeting - Lib. 
  1:00 pm Prayer Group - Lib. 
  5:30 pm Family Night Supper 
  6:00 pm Part 3-Advent Study 
         Youth Christmas Party 
  7:00 pm Celtic Christmas  
                Concert-Sanctuary 
 

17 
7:00 am  Men’s Prayer - GB 
8:00 am  Men’s Prayer - GB              
4:30-7pm 2nd Helping Dinner- 
                Gym 
5:00-8pm Youth Caroling 

18 
6:30pm  YAM Christmas  
               Party - Garringer 
               House 
               

19 

20 10:45am Assembly    
Room 

 
 
 
7:00pm Part 4 Advent  
              Study/Service of 
              Dark Night-FH 
 

21 
10:00am  Children Caroling 
5-7 pm     Ladies BS - Lib. 
 

22 
10am/6pm Ladies BS - Lib. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

23 
10:00 am  Staff Meeting- Lib.   
  Office Hours 9-Noon   
 
 

No Wednesday Night  
Activities 

24 
12 Noon Ecumenical Christmas  
Service - First Baptist Church 
 

6:00pm Christmas Eve 
Communion Service -  
Sanctuary 
 
Office Closed 

25 

       
 
 

26 
 
      
 

27 
 

28 
 
Office Hours 9-Noon 
 

29 30 31 
 
Office Closed 

  


